
 

 

Jesus, to Thee we bow, And for thy Coming wait: 

Give us for Good some Token Now In our imperfect State; 

Apply the Hallowing Word, Tell Each who looks for Thee, 

Thou shalt be perfect as thy Lord, Thou shalt be all like me!  

 

It seems a shame to lose this powerful reminder that our final zeal is 

Christian perfection, all for the sake of a hymn that tells us we've been 

through "toils and snares" since we last saw each other. 
 

The hymn as we now know it:  
 

And Are We Yet Alive 

 
1. And are we yet alive, and see each other's face?  

Glory and thanks to Jesus give for his almighty grace!  
 

2. Preserved by power divine to full salvation here,  

again in Jesus' praise we join, and in his sight appear.  
 

3. What troubles have we seen, what mighty conflicts past,  

fightings without, and fears within, since we assembled last!  
 

4. Yet out of all the Lord hath brought us by his love;  

and still he doth his help afford, and hides our life above.  
 

5. Then let us make our boast of his redeeming power,  

which saves us to the uttermost, till we can sin no more.  
 

6. Let us take up the cross till we the crown obtain,  

and gladly reckon all things loss so we may Jesus gain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 105: 1-11 

1 O give thanks to the LORD, call on God’s name, 

    make known God’s deeds among the peoples! 
2 Sing to the Lord, sing praises! 

    Tell of all God’s wonderful works! 
3 Glory in God’s holy name; 

    let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! 
4 Seek the LORD and his strength; 

    seek the Lord’s presence continually! 
5 Remember the wonderful works God has done, 

    his miracles and judgments God has uttered, 
6 O offspring of Abraham, God’s servant, 

    children of Jacob, God’s chosen ones. 

7 The LORD is our God, 

    whose judgments are in all the earth. 
8 The Lord is mindful of his everlasting covenant, 

    of the word commanded for a thousand generations, 
9 the covenant made with Abraham, 

    his promise sworn to Isaac, 
10 and confirmed to Jacob as a statute, 

    to Israel as an everlasting covenant, saying, 
11 “To you I will give the land of Canaan 

    as your portion for an inheritance.” 

Romans 8: 26-39 
 

26 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not 

know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself 

makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 
27 Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit 

is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of 

God. 
 
28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who 

love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 29 For 

whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image 

of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 



30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He 

called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also 

glorified. 
 

31 What then shall we say to these things?  If God is for us, who can be 

against us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up 

for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 
33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who 

justifies. 34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and 

furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who 

also makes intercession for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love 

of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written: 
 

“For Your sake we are killed all day long; 

We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 
 

37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him 

who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor 

angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to 

come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able 

to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

St. Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52 
 

31Another parable He put forth to them, saying: “The kingdom of 

heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his 

field, 32which indeed is the least of all the seeds; but when it is grown 

it is greater than the herbs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the 

air come and nest in its branches.” 
33Another parable He spoke to them: “The kingdom of heaven is like 

leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal till it 

was all leavened.” 
 
44“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, 

which a man found and hid; and for joy over it he goes and sells all 

that he has and buys that field. 
45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful 

pearls, 46who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and 

sold all that he had and bought it. 

47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast into the 

sea and gathered some of every kind, 48which, when it was full, they 

drew to shore; and they sat down and gathered the good into vessels, 

but threw the bad away. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The 

angels will come forth, separate the wicked from among the just, 50and 

cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing 

of teeth.” 
51Jesus said to them, “Have you understood all these things?” 

They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” 
52Then He said to them, “Therefore every scribe instructed concerning 

the kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings out of his 

treasure things new and old.” 

 

The History of our Call to Worship Hymn 
 

And Are We Yet Alive  by Charles Wesley 

 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) first wrote this hymn for his 1749 

collection.  John Wesley included it in a 1780 collection at the 

beginning of the section titled, "For the Society... at meeting." 

Sometime around its appearance in the 1780 collection, Wesley began 

using this hymn at the opening of annual society meetings, a practice 

that has remained largely in use since.  While John Wesley's decision 

to appropriate his brother's hymn text for holy conferencing assured it 

near immortality in the Methodist psyche, his editing significantly 

altered the theology of Charles' text. 

Charles originally conceived his text in four eight-line stanzas instead 

of the six four-line stanzas we have today.  One of the original stanzas 

has been dropped.   

The original four stanzas represent a progression through the 

Wesleyan "way of salvation." The first stanza reminds us that God's 

prevenient grace has been present with us, preserving and protecting 

us even in our absence from one another; the second that God's 

justifying grace has saved us from sin and imputed to us his 

righteousness. In the third stanza, we see that God's redeeming grace 

has saved us and starts the work of regeneration in us. The final 

(omitted) stanza reminds us that God's sanctifying grace continues to 

work in us until the day we finally meet Christ, moving us from our 

imperfect state to entire sanctification.  Charles' final stanza reads thus:  
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