
Nothing but the Blood 
 

Robert Lowry (1826-1899) has provided us with many of the most venerable 

nineteenth-century texts and tunes from the United States. The Philadelphia-

born author and composer of this hymn was a popular Baptist preacher and 

educator who served churches in Pennsylvania, New York City, Brooklyn, 

and Plainfield, New Jersey. Lowry, a graduate of Bucknell University, was a 

professor of belles lettres (“beautiful” or “ fine” writing) in the University, 

receiving a D.D. in 1875. 
 

"Nothing but the Blood" has all the earmarks of a classic gospel song. It 

focuses on a single theme and hammers it home. The singer will repeat the 

text, "nothing but the blood of Jesus" twelve times if he or she sings all four 

stanzas. 
 

Hebrews 9:22 appeared originally above the hymn in the original 

publication. The passage reads: "Without the shedding of blood there 

is no remission of sin."  Lowry adapts a call-response pattern in the 

stanzas that immediately engages the singer. Stanza one begins with a 

question: "What can wash away my sin?" The answer is resounding 

and definitive: "Nothing but the blood of Jesus." This is followed by a 

second question: "What can make me whole again?" Once more, the 

answer is unequivocal, "Nothing but the blood of Jesus." This call-

response pattern, along with the sturdy, almost martial rhythms of the 

music, gives the effect of cheerleading. 
 

Themes of pardon, cleansing, atonement, and righteousness permeate 

the remaining stanzas. The United Methodist Hymnal changes one 

word in the refrain. The original text is "white as snow," an allusion to 

Isaiah 1:18, "though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as 

snow." The hymnal committee changed this to "bright as snow." 
 

Though many might relegate "Nothing but the Blood" to the past, it 

lives on in modern renditions, especially in evangelical contexts. 

Contemporary Christian artist Matt Redman incorporates this hymn 

into his song, "Nothing but the Blood." The popular Australian group, 

Hillsong United, has a well-known rendition that may easily be found 

on YouTube. 
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Psalm 24 
 

1 The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof; 

    the world, and they that dwell therein. 
2 For he hath founded it upon the seas, 

    and established it upon the floods. 
3 Who shall ascend in to hill of the LORD? 

    or who shall stand in his holy place? 
4 He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; 

    who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, 

    nor sworn deceitfully. 
5 He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, 

    and righteousness from the God of their salvation. 
6 This is the generation of them that seek him, 

    that seek thy face, O Jacob. 
 

7 Lift up your heads, O ye gates; 

    and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors; 

    and the King of glory shall come in. 

 
8 Who is this King of glory? 

    The LORD, strong and mighty, 

    the LORD, mighty in battle. 
9 Lift up your heads, O ye gates; 

    even lifted them up, ye everlasting doors; 

    and the King of glory shall come in. 
10 Who is this King of glory? 

    The LORD of hosts, 

    he is the King of glory. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ephesians 1: 3-14 
 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in 

Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, 

that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 5 having 

predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, 

according to the good pleasure of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory 

of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved. 
 
7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of 

sins, according to the riches of His grace 8 which He made to abound 

toward us in all wisdom and prudence, 9 having made known to us the 

mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He 

purposed in Himself, 10 that in the dispensation of the fullness of the 

times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which 

are in heaven and which are on earth—in Him. 11 In Him also we have 

obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of 

Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will, 12 that 

we who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory. 
 
13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel 

of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed 

with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is the guarantee of our 

inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the 

praise of His glory. 

 

 

St. Mark 6: 14-29 

 
14 Now King Herod heard of Him, for His name had become well 

known. And he said, “John the Baptist is risen from the dead, and 

therefore these powers are at work in him.” 
 
15 Others said, “It is Elijah.” 
 

And others said, “It is the Prophet, or like one of the prophets.” 
 

16 But when Herod heard, he said, “This is John, whom I beheaded; he 

has been raised from the dead!” 17 For Herod himself had sent and laid 

hold of John, and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his 

brother Philip’s wife; for he had married her. 18 Because John had said 

to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 
 
19 Therefore Herodias held it against him and wanted to kill him, but 

she could not; 20 for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just and 

holy man, and he protected him. And when he heard him, he did many 

things, and heard him gladly. 
 
21 Then an opportune day came when Herod on his birthday gave a 

feast for his nobles, the high officers, and the chief men of Galilee. 
22 And when Herodias’ daughter herself came in and danced, and 

pleased Herod and those who sat with him, the king said to the girl, 

“Ask me whatever you want, and I will give it to you.” 23 He also 

swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half my 

kingdom.” 
 
24 So she went out and said to her mother, “What shall I ask?” 
 

And she said, “The head of John the Baptist!” 
 
25 Immediately she came in with haste to the king and asked, saying, “I 

want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 
 
26 And the king was exceedingly sorry; yet, because of the oaths and 

because of those who sat with him, he did not want to refuse her. 
27 Immediately the king sent an executioner and commanded his head 

to be brought. And he went and beheaded him in prison, 28 brought his 

head on a platter, and gave it to the girl; and the girl gave it to her 

mother. 29 When his disciples heard of it, they came and took away his 

corpse and laid it in a tomb. 

 

 


