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A word from Rev. Barry Andrews, Senior Pastor
We’re coming on the last weeks of summer, which is a relief. It’s been
another wet, hot, muggy few months. The sound of rain on the parsonage
roof, flashing lightening, and rumbling thunder have been the soundtrack of
the season.
Yet, as has been our experience the last two years, the biggest storms may
yet be on the way. We’re entering the peak of the hurricane season, and
we’ve not been lucky lately. Most of us have escaped the more serious
flooding and wind damage, but don’t count out those who went days or even
weeks without electricity, and the disruption to our routines these storms have caused.
As we’ve said in the past, if you feel unsafe at home, you’re welcome to stay at the church. We really
can’t be a long- term shelter, nor do we have linens, or much food on hand, but if you need a safe
place, grab your pillow, sleeping bag, and canned goods, call me or Pastor Rigo, and head out. If the
power goes out and it looks like you’re about to lose meats, bring it all down to the church and cook it
on our gas stove- and we’ll likely have power on. Again, call first.
Be safe, and be smart, and remember to pray. I guess many of us have those things that unnerve us;
I sort of like the sound of rain on the roof, and the rumble of thunder, but not the roar of high winds.
The Lord and I have talked a lot about that, and he reminds me He’s the Lord of the whirlwind, too.
Try not to worry, by turning your cares over to the Lord. Take those cares to his altar and leave them.
You know that, even in an approaching storm, we’ll try hard to have regular services at church on
Sunday. Part of that is very practical --- routines can be calming, and we need that. We also need
the strength that comes from being together. More than these, though, we need to worship God,
even in the storm, singing his praise.
We do hope for a calmer year, but be ready, just in case. We close with the chorus of an old hymn,
which references Jesus asleep in the bow of a storm- tossed boat on the Sea of Galilee:

The winds and the waves shall obey Thy will.
Peace, be still!
Whether the wrath of the storm-tossed sea,
Or demons, or men, or whatever it be,
No water can swallow the ship where lies
The Master of ocean and earth and skies;
They all shall sweetly obey Thy will!
Peace! Be still! Peace! Be still!
They all shall sweetly obey Thy will!
Peace! Peace! Be still!
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Did you know …
Our Jewish friends will celebrate Yom Kippur on
Wednesday, September 19, 2018. This is their Day of
Atonement, the holiest day of the Jewish year, when they
are closest to God. It marks the culmination of the 10 Days
of Awe, a period of introspection and repentance following
Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year. It's also known as
the Sabbath of Sabbaths. On this day, Jews ask God for forgiveness for their sins so their name will
be enshrined in the book of life. Many Jews give to charity, visit people to seek or give forgiveness,
fast, and pray.
Although Methodists don’t observe this holiday, it is good to put aside time periodically for a period of
introspection, to acknowledge our sins, to pray for forgiveness, and to thank God that we are
sanctified through faith in Jesus Christ, whose blood of atonement cleanseth from all sin; whereby we
are not only delivered from the guilt of sin, but are washed from its pollution, saved from its power,
and are enabled, through grace, to love God with all our hearts and to walk in His holy
commandments blameless.

For more information, go to: https://www.fathomevents.com/events/moses?zip=32207.

Meet Bishop Kenneth Carter: Get Your Spirit in Shape
Our own Ken Carter, the president of the United Methodist Council of Bishops and resident bishop of
the Florida Annual Conference, is being spotlighted on the UMC.org website. Go to
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/meet-bishop-kenneth-carter-get-your-spirit-in-shape to see a
conversation where Bishop Carter shares memories of sitting in church as a child with his parents
and grandparents, the joy he found leading an inner city youth group, his love for the outdoors and
baseball, and what he does to keep his spirit in shape.
You can also go to https://www.abingdonpress.com/product/9781501871566#.W4qrYpWovIV to learn
about his new book, Embracing the Wideness, The Shared Convictions of The United Methodist
Church, and to https://www.abingdonpress.com/kenneth_h_carter_jr.
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An Integrity of Faith and a Clarity of Witness:
Can the U.S. Church Rediscover its Voice and Honor its Lord?*
8/20 Blog by Bishop Ken Carter
The summer has been a long one for the church, a parched wilderness in which
we have experienced not showers of blessings but the relentless heat and light
shining upon our sins and failures.
In our United Methodist Church, we continue the slow journey toward a special-called General
Conference to discern and debate our impasse over understandings of human sexuality in the
church. This impasse creates anxiety about the future, fuels judgment about others across
ideological lines, strains relationships and perpetuates a sense among some of being excluded and
among others of being stereotyped.
In the Roman Catholic Church, wrenching new discoveries of the abuse of children and youth by the
clergy in the U.S. and other nations has shaken this tradition to its core. Added to this pain is the
documented knowledge of these practices by those in spiritual authority. Many United Methodists in
Florida trace their spiritual journeys to beginnings in the Catholic Church.
In the seeker-oriented and highly visible Willow Creek Community Church, a decades-long pattern of
predatory sexual behavior by their founder, Bill Hybels, has diminished a legacy of leadership and
influence and left a trail of betrayal and harm. Many Florida United Methodists have invested
significantly in learning about the Willow Creek model of ministry. Of course, this has taken place
within the larger #MeToo movement.
And in one stream of the evangelical church in the U.S., a political alliance with President Donald
Trump has been strained by the government’s seizure and incarceration of immigrant children at our
borders and separation from their families and the President’s affair with a pornographic actress
during his third marriage. How U.S. citizens vote for president is a private matter, although Trump did
carry the state of Florida in the 2016 election.
What do these events of the summer teach us?
We need healthier relationships between clergy and laity; and, yes, we need to resist placing spiritual
leaders on a pedestal. This is true for Popes and Bishops and Mega-Church Pastors. And it is true
for anyone who stands in a pulpit and speaks for God.
We need clearer lines of authority. Churches do not need leadership structures of five to seven
people. The purpose in our polity of distinct staff-parish and finance committees and boards of
trustees is to differentiate these areas of administrative work and to place the laity in positions of
shared oversight with the clergy.
We need to spend more time in relationships with a few others who will hold us spiritually
accountable. This was the heritage of the band meetings and class meetings in early Methodism.
This happens in many of our covenant groups across the Florida Conference. I wonder if our current
climate for life, church and ministry almost requires this practice.
In a culture that is divided in toxic and severe ways, we need to discover what we share in common
within the church and beyond it. Within the church, we need to refocus on what is our core—to keep
the main thing the main thing. The core is in the Creeds, the Ten Commandments, the Beatitudes,
the Lord’s Prayer, our General Rules (do no harm, do all the good we can, stay in love with God), the
(CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE)
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Great Commission and the Great Commandment. We can often quickly describe how we differ from
other churches and followers of Jesus. Can we invest time in discovering what we share in common
with them? And beyond the church, how can we model the life of Jesus, who is the world’s peace,
amongst other religious traditions, in a secular culture, and across political parties?
The church must acknowledge its complicity in the harm done to women by their spiritual leaders,
colleagues and congregants. We can develop a culture that trusts the voices of women in pulpits,
around cabinet tables and in complaint processes and local church leadership. We can also deepen
our reading of the experiences and scholarship of women who teach us about scripture and tradition,
our journey inward towards God and our engagement with the world’s suffering and injustice.
We believe in separation of church and state but not a “naked public square.” The church is called to
help form the conscience of society. We are given spiritual gifts for the common good, and we are
called to be a voice for those who have no advocates or lobbyists to plead on their behalf. Of course,
our witness is compromised by our own moral failure and apathy. Yet, in humility we name the
threats to the democracy in which we live, which makes rights possible for those who dream for
safety, education, food and health for their children, just as we do for ours. And, more positively, the
church can call and equip women and men from its own membership who will use the power of
political office to serve the most vulnerable in our society.
Where is our hope?
There is one Lord, Jesus Christ. In obedience to Him we place all other leaders under His name, in
the church and in the nation. We are in need of His forgiveness and grace. We rejoice in His
salvation and healing. We are made a part of His body in baptism and become more like Him
through discipleship. God loves the world so much that He sends Jesus into the world. We cannot
escape, abandon or ignore the world. Yes, the church often reflects the sin of the world. Yet, the
world is in need of people whose light shines in the darkest places. Many Methodists across Florida
offer this witness in their everyday lives. In a time of very real discouragement, God is never without
the witness of whose lives display the fruit of the Holy Spirit.
This is the integrity of our faith and the clarity of our witness, even in an anxious and discouraging
season. Jesus Christ is Lord. We are His disciples, His servants, His church. And, when the people
of the world see Jesus in the church—in us—they experience this as good news. In response we
bear witness, with our lives and with our words, and usually in that order, that we belong to Him, that
we depend on Him, that we give any glory or credit for any good we contribute to the world to Him.
Prayer:

O God, You are our judge and our hope.
In Jesus You have come to live among us, full of grace and truth.
Give us a faith that has integrity and a witness that has clarity,
so that all may know You and Your love, and the abundant life You have come to give us,
and that Your will may become a reality on earth, as it is in heaven.
In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

(*Note: I encourage the reading and circulation of this reflection across the Florida Conference in the
following settings, as clergy and lay leaders discern: adult classes, sharing and covenant groups, in
sermons and worship services, via email and social media, in staff-parish relations committees, in
church council and leadership team meetings, in conversations about church and society and the
status and role of women, in intercessory prayer groups and in residency in ordained ministry cohorts.
I trust the people of God, laity and clergy, to have the courageous and prayerful conversations that
can build up the body of Christ and broaden the influence of scriptural holiness in our witness.)
Page 4

The Faith Flyer

September 2018

A United Methodist Prayer for Workers, Volunteers, and All Seeking Employment
Blessed are you, ever-creating God,
in your image, our lives are made;
in your glory, we offer all the work of our hearts and hands and minds.
Blessed are you, O God, now and forever!
Blessed are you whose work is repaid,
for by your work, and by the payment you receive
your lives and the lives of others around you and around the world are blessed.
We thank God for you day by day.
Blessed are you whose work is unpaid,
who offer what you can to enrich the lives of others,
through time, talents, skill, strength, and love.
We praise God for your generous labor!
Blessed are you who seek work but have not found it,
or whose work now is not yet what it may be
yet still you seek, that your gifts may be shared more fully.
We praise God for your diligent seeking and pray you may soon find!
Yours is the glory in their labors.
Yours be the glory in all our lives, in Jesus' name.
Amen.
A video reflection of this blessing is available at http://www.umc.org/resources/a-united-methodistprayer-for-workers. You are encouraged to share this video on Facebook, by email, etc.
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Picture Directory coming the beginning of next year.
We are working with Lifetouch. There will be no charge for the
sittings and each family will receive a free 8x10 photograph. We
are encouraged to invite our friends and neighbors and even
bring our pets. Those families that are members of the church
will also receive a free directory. The sittings will be on Monday,
January 14 & and Tuesday January 15, 2019. Please put these
dates on your calendar. There are many advantages to signing
on with this company. More information will be provided in the
coming months. We would like to have 2 to 3 members volunteer to help coordinate this project. If
interested please contact Susan Davis at the church or at home 733-8889.

CHURCH SHIRTS
It has been a long time since we have had a church t-shirt. We would
like to order some so we can be readily recognized when we have a
program or go somewhere together. There will be a sign-up sheet in
the sanctuary starting September 5th so you can let us know what
sizes to order. Adult sizes sm., med, lg. and x-lg. will cost $5.95,
2x – $8.95, and 3x – $9.95. The material is premium quality 100%
pre-shrunk cotton. They will be personalized with our church name,
Faith UMC. Please let us know what size you need by September 16.
The shirt is available in fall colors, and our color will be decided based
on availability.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
2

The Fall 2018 theme for the Adult Sunday School Classes will be “God’s
World and God’s People. Our lessons come from the Book of Genesis, the
book of beginnings. Through its pages, God is revealed as the Creator,
Sustainer, Judge, and Redeemer who brought all things into being. Our
lessons survey God's creation of the universe, earth, and people. The study
is separated into 3 Units: God Created the World; God Destroys and ReCreates; and God Blesses and Re-Creates Regardless.
The writer for the student book is John "Jack" Gilbert. He is a retired
Methodist minister presently enjoying life on the houseboat he calls home with
his wife, the Reverend Nan Zoller; an old dog; and a curious cat. Jack spent
26 years in various capacities with The United Methodist Publishing House,
pastoring small-membership rural churches for most of that time. Nan and
Jack are the parents of five adult children and the grandparents of five. Avid
boaters, Nan and Jack recently joined many other retirees as "land cruisers" with the purchase of an
"experienced" recreational vehicle.
We have 2 adult Sunday School classes: Ocean Roads meets at 9:15 in Wesley Hall and Seekers
meets at 9:15 in P-6. We would love to have you join us.
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Wednesday Night Book Study
Instead of the usual Wednesday Night Bible Study, we are going to have a Book Study, starting this
Wednesday, September 5, at 6:30 PM. The book is:

Canoeing the Mountains by Tod Bolsinger
Christian Leadership in Uncharted Territory
The culture is changing, the world is changing rapidly, and churches
are facing change on an unprecedented scale. Churches and
church leaders are becoming increasingly irrelevant, even
marginalized. Shared corporate faith is viewed with cynicism at best,
downright hostility at worst. The cultural advantage we experience
during the seventeen centuries of Christendom has almost
completely dissipated. Seminary training for the Christendom world
is inadequate to this immensely challenging – transformationdemanding – moment in history.
We have to learn to lead all over again.
But the church is also at an exciting crossroads. We are entering a
new day, new terrain and a new adventure. We are not alone. The Spirit of God goes before us.
The mission of Christ will not fail. A day will come when the “kingdom of the world will become the
kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah, and he will reign forever and ever” (Revelation 11:15.) The
next steps are going to be demanding. More than anything, this moment requires those of us in
positions of authority (and even most of us who are not) to embrace an adventure-or-die mindset, and
find the courage and develop the capacity for a new day. We are heading into uncharted territory and
are given the charge to lead a mission where the future is nothing like the past.

FROM CHAPTER ONE, “SEMINARY DIDN’T PREPARE ME FOR THIS”
Although explorers Lewis and Clark were prepared to find a
waterway to the Pacific Ocean, instead they found themselves
facing the Rocky Mountains. You too may feel that you are leading
in a context you were not expecting. You may even feel that your
training holds you back more often than it carries you along. Tod
Bolsinger brings decades of expertise in guiding churches and
organizations through uncharted territory to help you reimagine
what effective leadership looks like in our rapidly changing world. If
you’re going to scale the mountains of ministry, you need to leave
behind canoes and find new navigational tools. Reading this book
will set you on the right course to lead with confidence and courage.

There are 5-6 books left if anyone is still interested.
Contact Susan Davis or just come to the Book Study on Wednesday.
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UMW
 Thanks for supporting August Undie Sundays! We collected a
lot of children’s undies for City Rescue Mission – look in bulletin
for final count.
 August 16th we met to sew for Days for Girls. Three
representatives were there to walk us through the process.
Alachie brought some friends, one of whom is moving to Sierra
Leone. She is planning on starting an organization there with Days for Girls. What a wonderful
opportunity to reach out to those in need!
 Heart-to-Heart Circle provided dinner for Jacksonville Campus Ministries on August 28th. We
served 7 students. Cynthia and Evalyn enjoyed their time with these young people.
 UMW Board Meeting on Thursday, Sept 6th, at 6:00 in Asbury Hall.
 Sept 30th is UMW Sunday. The UMW will be leading the Worship Service. There will be a Crock
Pot Luncheon following the Service. Donations for UMW activities and missions are welcomed.

We are getting to the busy part of the 2018 Hurricane Season. It
is a comfort to know that UMCOR is there for those in need. Let
us pray for the hurricanes to stay out to sea and away from land.
Founded in 1940, the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is the global humanitarian aid
organization of the United Methodist Church. UMCOR is working in more than 80 countries
worldwide, including the United States. UMCOR works through programs that address hunger,
poverty, sustainable agriculture, international and domestic emergencies, refugee and immigrant
concerns, global health issues, and transitional development. Learn more at www.UMCOR.org and
follow on social media: facebook.com/UMCOR and twitter.com/UMC_UMCOR.
* Advance Number to request your donation to go to US Relief: 901670
* Advance Number to request your donation to go to International Relief: 982450

Children’s Home
The children at the home are presently returning to school for this term. We
wish them good luck in their studies and pray they will have a great year.
Recently, the stained glass windows have been placed in the chapel at Madison Ranch which gives it
a spiritual look. In the counseling building a therapy room has been completed with all the
accessories needed to help the children cope with their problems.
September 30th will be our next 5th Sunday. The offerings collected on 5th Sundays are the mainstay
of support of the Children’s Homes. Give as you are able and keep the children in your prayers as
we go through the year.
Cynthia R. Shank
Local Church Representative
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Missionaries
Delbert and Sandy Groves are our missionaries in Zambia. They run the
New Life Center, which includes PETs (Personal Energy Transportation),
tutoring, and a printing ministry among others.
Their website is: www.newlifezambia.com
Their closed Facebook group is New Life Center Zambia.
* Advance number for PET Zambia is 15057A.

Cuba
Our Sister Church, Martin Perez Methodist Church, has a new Pastor – Pastor Jose Carlos. He is
serving with his wife (Beatriz), a son (Emanuel, 5), and a daughter (Galilea, 2). He is 27 years old
and this is his second church in 3 years of ministry. His email address is emanuel3@nauta.cu.
Please keep them and the congregation in your prayers.
Here are some photos that were sent.

UCOM (United Community Outreach Ministry) provides
Emergency Services, Meals on Wheels, and CNA Scholarship
programs on the Southside and touches many lives. Canned
and boxed goods are collected in the Narthex weekly. Meals
on Wheels delivery volunteers are needed.
Their website is: http://www.ucomjax.org
Like their Facebook page: UCOM Jax
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United Methodist Schools Quiz
I failed this quiz. Can you do better? Take a short quiz to test your knowledge about UM schools.
You can also take it online at http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/united-methodist-schools-quiz.
1. What school was founded by John Wesley in 1748?
_____ A. Bishop Road Primary School
_____ B. Kingswood School
_____ C. Drew Theological School

2. Who were the two founders of Cokesbury College, the first college started by the Methodist denomination?
_____ A. Francis Asbury and Thomas Coke
_____ B. Thomas Vasey and Philip Embury
_____ C. Elizabeth Asbury and Richard Whatcoat
3. Which of the following is true of Africa University?
_____ A. It was founded by African bishops of The United Methodist Church.
_____ B. It is recognized as the first private university in Zimbabwe.
_____ C. Students of AU represent over 28 African countries.
_____ D. All of the above.
4. What mission aims to upgrade secondary education in Liberia and Sierra Leone?
_____ A. The Education Mission
_____ B. Operation Classroom
_____ C. The Education Movement
5. The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. graduated from which United Methodist theological school?
_____ A. Duke Divinity School
_____ B. Boston University School of Theology
_____ C. Wesley Theological Seminary
6. True or false: The United Methodist Church supports more historically black colleges than any
church body in the U.S.
_____ A. True
_____ B. False
7. Which politician graduated from a Methodist boarding school?
_____ A. Nelson Mandela, President of South Africa
_____ B. Barack Obama, President of the United States
_____ C. Robert Mugabe, President of Zimbabwe

8. True or false: A person must earn a master’s degree in order to be ordained in The United Methodist Church.
_____ A. True
_____ B. False
9. Denzel Washington and Oprah Winfrey were linked to what film about a Methodist school?
_____ A. The Pursuit of Happiness
_____ B. The Great Debaters
_____ C. The Blind Side
10. Timothy Cook, CEO of Apple Inc., graduated from what school tied to The UMC?
_____ A. Emory University
_____ B. Duke University
_____ C. American University
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United Methodist Schools Quiz Answers:
1. B,

2. A,

3. D,

4. B,

5. B,

6. A,

7. A,

8. B,

9. B,

10. B

Learn more interesting facts about each answer so you can better understand our United
Methodist history at: http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/addendum-to-united-methodist-schools-quiz.

Hymns for Speeders
as seen on Facebook by Evalyn Campbell
and at http://www.2prophetu.com/templates/_2prophetu2/details.asp?id=35585&PG=resources&CID=19022

If you MUST speed on the highway, sing these hymns loudly:
45 mph ... God will Take Care of You
55 mph ... Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah
65 mph ... Nearer My God to Thee
75 mph … Nearer Still Nearer
85 mph … This World Is Not My Home
95 mph … Lord, I'm Coming Home
and over 100 mph: ... Precious Memories
Drive Safe!

Slow down, for God's sake!
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New Testament Books Search-A-Word
Matthew
Mark
Luke
Acts (of the Apostles)
Romans
Corinthians (1 and 2)
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians

Thessalonians (1 and 2)
Timothy (1 and 2)
Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
James
Peter (1 and 2)
John (Gospel, 1, 2, and 3)
Jude
Revelation
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