
  with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.   

By your great mercy we have been born anew to a living hope through 

  the resurrection of your Son from the dead and to an inheritance that  

  is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading. 

Once we were no people, but now we are your people, declaring your 

  wonderful deeds in Christ, who called us out of darkness into his  

  marvelous light.   

When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always,  

  in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit. 
 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave 

thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

    "Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.   

     Do this in remembrance of me." 
 

When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it 

to his disciples, and said: 

  "Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,  

   poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.   

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 
 

On the day you raised him from the dead he was recognized by his  

  disciples in the breaking of the bread, and in the power of your Holy  

  Spirit your Church has continued in the breaking of the bread and the  

  sharing of the cup. 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,  

we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living 

sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the 

mystery of faith. 
 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,  

     and on these gifts of bread and wine.   

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for 

the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 
 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one 

in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we 

feast at his heavenly banquet. 
 

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy 

Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for 

ever.    Amen. 

May 2, 2021 
 

 

Psalm 22: 25-31 

 
From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 

my vows I will pay before those who worship the Lord. 
26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied; 

those who seek the Lord will praise the LORD! 

May your heart live forever! 
27 All the ends of the earth shall remember 

and turn to the LORD; 

and all the families of the nations 

shall worship before the Lord. 
28 For dominion belongs to the LORD 

who rules over the nations. 
29 All who sleep in the earth 

shall bow down to the Lord.  

All who go down to the dust shall bow before the Lord, 

and I shall live for God. 
30 Posterity shall serve the Lord; 

Each generation shall tell of the Lord,  
31 and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, 

Surely the Lord has done it. 

 
 

1 John 4: 7-21 
 
7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone 

who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 He who does not love does 

not know God, for God is love. 9 In this the love of God was 

manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the 

world, that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we 

loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation 

for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 

another. 
 

12 No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God 

abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us. 13 By this we know 



that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His 

Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son 

as Savior of the world. 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of 

God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 And we have known and 

believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides 

in love abides in God, and God in him. 
 

17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have 

boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this 

world. 18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, 

because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made 

perfect in love. 19 We love Him because He first loved us. 
 

20 If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for 

he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love 

God whom he has not seen? 21 And this commandment we have from 

Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also. 
 

St. John 15: 1-8 
 

“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in 

Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears 

fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean 

because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, and I 

in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the 

vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 
5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in 

him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone 

does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and 

they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If 

you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you 

desire, and it shall be done for you. 8 By this My Father is glorified, 

that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Great Thanksgiving for Easter 
 

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly 

repent of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another. 

Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another. 
 

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our 

whole heart. We have failed to be an obedient church. We have not 

done your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled against 

your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard 

the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful 

obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Hear the good news:  

Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God's love 

toward us.  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!   

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  Glory to God.  

Amen.  
 

The Lord be with you.     And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.          We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   

You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life. 

When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained 

steadfast.  You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our 

sovereign God, brought us to a land flowing with milk and honey, and 

set before us the way of life.   
 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest. 
 

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.   

By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth 

  to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made 
 


