
with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.   

By your great mercy we have been born anew to a living hope through 

  the resurrection of your Son from the dead and to an inheritance that  

  is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading. 

Once we were no people, but now we are your people, declaring your 

  wonderful deeds in Christ, who called us out of darkness into his  

  marvelous light.   

When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always,  

  in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit. 
 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave 

thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

    "Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.   

     Do this in remembrance of me." 
 

When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it 

to his disciples, and said: 

  "Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,  

   poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.   

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 
 

On the day you raised him from the dead he was recognized by his  

  disciples in the breaking of the bread, and in the power of your Holy  

  Spirit your Church has continued in the breaking of the bread and the  

  sharing of the cup. 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,  

we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living 

sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the 

mystery of faith. 
 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,  

     and on these gifts of bread and wine.   

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for 

the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 
 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one 

in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we 

feast at his heavenly banquet. 
 

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy 

Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for 

ever.    Amen. 
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Psalm 118: 14-29 
 

14The LORD is my strength and my power; 

    the Lord has become my salvation. 
15 There are joyous songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: 

“The right hand of the LORD does valiantly, 
16     the right hand of the LORD is exalted, 

    the right hand of the LORD does valiantly!” 
17 I shall not die, but I shall live, 

    and recount the deeds of the LORD. 
18 The LORD has chastened me sorely, 

    but has not given me over to death. 
19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, 

    that I may enter through them 

    and give thanks to the LORD. 
20 This is the gate of the LORD; 

    the righteous shall enter through it. 
 

21 I thank you that you have answered me 

    and have become my salvation. 
22 The stone which the builders rejected 

    has become the cornerstone. 
23 This is the LORD’s doing; 

    it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 This is the day which the LORD has made; 

    let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

25 Save us, we beseech you, O LORD! 

    O LORD, we beseech you, give us success! 
26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD! 

    We bless you from the house of the LORD. 
27 The LORD is God, who has given us light. 

Lead the festal procession with branches, 

    up to the horns of the altar. 
28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 

    you are my God, I will extol you. 
29 O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 

    for God’s steadfast love endures forever! 



St. John 20: 1-18 
 
1 Now the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the tomb early, 

while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the 

tomb. 2 Then she ran and came to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, 

whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken away the Lord out of 

the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.” 
 
3 Peter therefore went out, and the other disciple, and were going to the tomb. 
4 So they both ran together, and the other disciple outran Peter and came to 

the tomb first. 5 And he, stooping down and looking in, saw the linen cloths 

lying there; yet he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, 

and went into the tomb; and he saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the 

handkerchief that had been around His head, not lying with the linen cloths, 

but folded together in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who came to 

the tomb first, went in also; and he saw and believed. 9 For as yet they did not 

know the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead. 10 Then the 

disciples went away again to their own homes. 
 
11 But Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping, and as she wept she stooped 

down and looked into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white sitting, 

one at the head and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. 
13 Then they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” 
 

She said to them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not 

know where they have laid Him.” 
 
14 Now when she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing 

there, and did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why 

are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” 
 

She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, “Sir, if You have carried 

Him away, tell me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away.” 
 
16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” 
 

She turned and said to Him, “Rabboni!” (which is to say, Teacher). 
17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My 

Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, ‘I am ascending to My Father 

and your Father, and to My God and your God.’ ” 
 
18 Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, 

and that He had spoken these things to her. 

 

Great Thanksgiving for Easter 
 

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly 

repent of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another. 

Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another. 
 

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our 

whole heart. We have failed to be an obedient church. We have not 

done your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled against 

your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard 

the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful 

obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Hear the good news:  

Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God's love 

toward us.  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!   

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  Glory to God.  

Amen.  
 

The Lord be with you.     And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.          We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   

You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life. 

When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained 

steadfast.  You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our 

sovereign God, brought us to a land flowing with milk and honey, and 

set before us the way of life.   
 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest. 
 

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.   

By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth 

  to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made 
 


