
 
BAPTISM WITH LAYING ON OF HANDS+ 
 

Merci, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The Holy Spirit work within you, that being born through water and the 

Spirit, you may be a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Now it is our joy to welcome our new brother in Christ. 
 

Through baptism you are incorporated by the Holy Spirit into God's 

new creation and made to share in Christ's royal priesthood.  We are all 

one in Christ Jesus.  With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you as a 

member of the family of Christ. 
 

COMMENDATION AND WELCOME 
 

Members of the household of God, I commend Merci to your love and care.  

Do all in your power to increase his faith, confirm his hope, and perfect him 

in love. 
 

The congregation responds: 
 

We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome 

you in Christian love.  As members together with you in the body of 

Christ and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church, we 

renew our covenant faithfully to participate in the ministries of the 

Church by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service and our 

witness, that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 
 

The God of all grace, who has called us to eternal glory in Christ, 

establish you and strengthen you by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

that you may live in grace and peace. 
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Psalm 50: 1-6 

 
1 The Mighty One, God the LORD, 

    speaks and summons the earth 

    from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
2 Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, 

    God shines forth. 
3 Our God comes and does not keep silence, 

    before whom is a devouring fire, 

round about whom is a mighty storm. 
4 God calls to the heavens above 

    and to the earth, that the people may be judged: 
5 “Gather to me my faithful ones, 

    who made a covenant with me by sacrifice!” 
6 The heavens declare God’s righteousness, 

    for God alone is judge! 

 

 

2 Kings 2: 1-12 
 
1 And it came to pass, when the LORD was about to take up Elijah into 

heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. 
2 Then Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, please, for the LORD has sent 

me on to Bethel.” 

But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as your soul lives, I will not 

leave you!” So they went down to Bethel. 
3 Now the sons of the prophets who were at Bethel came out to Elisha, 

and said to him, “Do you know that the LORD will take away your 

master from over you today?” 

And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent!” 
4 Then Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, please, for the LORD has 

sent me on to Jericho.” 

But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as your soul lives, I will not leave 

you!” So they came to Jericho. 



5 Now the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho came to Elisha and 

said to him, “Do you know that the LORD will take away your master 

from over you today?” 

So he answered, “Yes, I know; keep silent!” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, please, for the LORD has sent me 

on to the Jordan.” 

But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as your soul lives, I will not leave 

you!” So the two of them went on. 7 And fifty men of the sons of the 

prophets went and stood facing them at a distance, while the two of 

them stood by the Jordan. 8 Now Elijah took his mantle, rolled it up, 

and struck the water; and it was divided this way and that, so that the 

two of them crossed over on dry ground. 
9 And so it was, when they had crossed over, that Elijah said to Elisha, 

“Ask! What may I do for you, before I am taken away from you?” 

Elisha said, “Please let a double portion of your spirit be upon me.” 
10 So he said, “You have asked a hard thing. Nevertheless, if you see 

me when I am taken from you, it shall be so for you; but if not, it shall 

not be so.” 11 Then it happened, as they continued on and talked, that 

suddenly a chariot of fire appeared with horses of fire, and separated 

the two of them; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 
12 And Elisha saw it, and he cried out, “My father, my father, the 

chariot of Israel and its horsemen!” So he saw him no more. And he 

took hold of his own clothes and tore them into two pieces.  
 

St. Mark 9: 2-9 
 

2 Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John, and led them 

up on a high mountain apart by themselves; and He was transfigured 

before them. 3 His clothes became shining, exceedingly white, like 

snow, such as no launderer on earth can whiten them. 4 And Elijah 

appeared to them with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. 5 Then 

Peter answered and said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; 

and let us make three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one 

for Elijah”— 6 because he did not know what to say, for they were 

greatly afraid.7 And a cloud came and overshadowed them; and a voice 

came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son. Hear Him!” 
8 Suddenly, when they had looked around, they saw no one anymore, 

but only Jesus with themselves.9 Now as they came down from the 

mountain, He commanded them that they should tell no one the things 

they had seen, till the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  

 

The Baptismal Covenant II 
 

Brothers and sisters in Christ:  Through the Sacrament of Baptism 

we are initiated into Christ's holy Church.  We are incorporated into God's 

mighty acts of salvation and given new birth through water and the Spirit.  

All this is God's gift, offered to us without price. 
 

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATE 

A representative of the congregation presents the candidates: 
 

I present Merci Olomwene for baptism. 
 

RENUNCIATION OF SIN AND PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you: 
 

Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of 

this world, and repent of your sin?    I do. 
 

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, 

and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves?     I do. 
 

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, 

and promise to serve him as your Lord, in union with the Church which 

Christ has opened to people of all ages, nations, and races?      I do. 
 

Will you nurture Merci in Christ's holy Church, that by your teaching and 

example they may be guided to accept God's grace for himself, 

to profess his faith openly, and to lead a Christian life?      I will. 
 

The pastor addresses the congregation, and the congregation responds: 
 

Do you, as Christ's body, the Church, reaffirm both your rejection of sin and 

your commitment to Christ?      We do. 
 

Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life and include this 

child now before you in your care? 
 

With God's help we will proclaim the good news and live according to 

the example of Christ.  We will surround this child with a community of 

love and forgiveness, that he may grow in his service to others.  We will 

pray for him, that he may be a true disciple who walks in the way that 

leads to life. 
 

The Apostles' Creed  
  


