
History of the 25 years of Faith UMC 
 
Faith UMC Pastors      
 

1996-1997 Rev. Margaret Howell    

1996-1996 Rev. Ronald Gibson    

1997-1999 Rev. Delano McIntosh   

1999-2001 Rev. Frank Seghers, Jr.   

2001-2006 Rev. Frank Reynolds    

2006-Present Rev. Barry Andrews    
 

1996 Faith United Methodist Church, Jacksonville, Florida was 

established March 17, 1996 by the merger of Hendricks Memorial 

United Methodist Church and Peeler Memorial United Methodist 

Church.  The name was selected from a contest and Faith was 

suggested by Tom Tyson. 
 

The first year of Faith UMC was a busy and productive one.  The 

Peeler Church property was sold, also the two parsonages, and a new 

parsonage was purchased. 
 

In September 1996 arsonists burned the Activity Center.  

Fortunately, the fire was contained to only that building. The 

building was restored to an even better condition than before, with 

storage space and a handicap accessible restroom. 
 

2000 Redesign and landscaping of the grounds and parking lot were 

completed and the Memorial Garden was established. 
 

2002 Two additional lots were purchased. 
 

2003 A fence was erected to improve the appearance of the property and 

increase security for the school. 
 

2004 Hendricks Day School left the Campus after 34 years and 2 new 

schools, Cornerstone Christian School and The Jacksonville School 

for Children with Autism came as tenants. 
 

2007 NOMAD’s started with a few drop ins. 
 

2008 The NOMAD’s began coming to our campus and the RV Park was 

built. 
 

2009     We began looking into a Hispanic Ministry – Domingo Casillas 

worked with us as youth pastor from Sep 2009 - June 2010. 
 

2010 For several years the house on campus was leased to Recovery Jax.  
 

2011 Adopted our Cuban Sister Church – Martin Perez and in September 

of this year began our Spanish Mission. 
  

Hispanic Pastors 
 

June 2011 – Feb 2014  German Melan 

March 2014 – Sept 2015 Ernesto Hidalgo 

March 2016 – June 2019 Rigoberto Felico 

July 2019 – June 2020  Alexis Pena-Vazquez 

July 2020 – present  Ricardo Green 
 

 

2013 The Jacksonville School for Children with Autism moved off 

Campus 
 

2014 Cornerstone Christian School moved off campus in May of this year.   
 

2015 Emmanuel Coastal Academy started a school on campus.   
 

2016 World Relief/Jacksonville Refugee Community Services leased the 

house on campus to shelter new refugees to our country.  Many of 

our congregation volunteered and were trained to be Neighborhood 

Partners. 
 

Narcotics Anonymous began holding many meetings on campus 

which continues today. 
 

Kim’s Open Door, a volunteer agency that works with at risk and 

refugee children began meeting on campus which also continues 

today. 
 

2017 3 Burmese congregations began worshiping on our campus the 

Kachin and Karen.  The third being the Zo Chin who are still 

worshiping here.  Also, this year the Burmese planted a community 

garden which has been very successful. 
 

2018 Beyond 90 began using the house on campus to shelter new refugees 

post initial settlement. 
 

2019 Emmanuel Coastal Academy moved out.  Beyond 90 began renting 

classrooms after World Relief was shut down by their national 

headquarters. 
 

2020 Beyond 90 transitioned and will now use the house on campus for 

office and counseling space. 

 

As you can see our mission emphasis has spread  

to working with the refugees in our community. 

 


