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A word from Rev. Barry Andrews, Senior Pastor
While summer is far from over, most of the church’s summer programs are
coming to their end.
We’ve hosted the World Relief summer camp for the last 6 weeks, helping
to feed, educate, and introduce children to English, American customs, art,
music, dance, and recreation. Over 30 children from a wide variety of
backgrounds have come to understand more about their new homeland,
and have come to understand that Christians, most specifically Methodists,
love them for who they are and care about who they become. To my mind,
it’s one of the most important ministries we’re a part of in Jacksonville.
We also hosted 3 youth groups, 2 from Charlotte, NC and a large group from Roswell, GA, who sang,
did puppet shows, and led 4 vacation Bible Schools, including our own, in town. In nursing homes
and other local United Methodist Churches, not only was the Gospel spread, the connection that
Methodists have among our churches was shown. There is more than a small significance that our
neighborhood church was able to share with 4 other neighborhood churches –Swaim Memorial (now
renamed San Marco), Highlands, St. Joseph, and Spring Glen – the bounty of God’s blessings
through these groups. In fact, they came to us because others recommended us as not just a place
to stay but as a place that could put them to work around town.
Let’s not forget our ongoing involvement in UCOM and DESC, continuing ministries that feed the
hungry, help the homeless, and work with the poor. We continue to support financially and in prayer
our missionaries in Africa and the work of the Florida United Methodist Children’s Home. While this is
not intended to be an all-inclusive listing, you get the idea that this relatively small church has, by the
grace of God, cast wide the net of the Gospel. There is always more to do, and perhaps new areas
where we might be involved. Pray that God will show us the way, and will lead us to put hands and
feet to our prayers, as we serve Jesus by serving others.

UMC Trivia
Where is the northernmost United Methodist church?

Answer:
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/northernmost-united-methodist-congregation-thrives

North of the Arctic Circle, in Hammerfest, Norway.
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Choir Appreciation
We thank God for the music and your talent, but we thank each choir
member for their dedication, service, witness, passion, and love of God.

CO-CHOIR DIRECTORS: Donna Thouin, Linda Pickett

SOPRANOS: Flo Lane, Susan Davis, Cynthia Shank

ALTOS: Sharon Peavy, Sue Speicher (missing Cathy Dieter)

BASS: Robert Zaugg, TENORS: Carol Zaugg
(missing Victor Baucan, Bud Glasner)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
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Can God really love me?
Photo by Kathleen Barry, United Methodist Communications
A stained-glass window featuring John and Charles Wesley is found at
the Wesley Memorial Methodist Church in Epworth, England.
Ask the UMC Question:
I struggle to feel accepted and loved by my Savior. I also feel as if I
must always present myself in a perfect manner in order to be
accepted. I have struggles, which I could never ask for help or
prayer from the congregation because of this.
You’ve shared a really important question and one lots of people struggle with.
For Methodists, we remember that John Wesley struggled with similar feelings. He talked about
wanting a sense of assurance. He had quite a crisis of faith before his Aldersgate experience, where
he finally experienced a life-changing assurance that God loved him. He writes in his journal, “I felt
that God loved me. I experienced that God loved me. It was no longer something that was in my
head, but it’s something that I felt in my heart.”
We often have little trouble believing God is gracious to others, but do have a hard time believing God
could possibly accept us. We know the worst of ourselves — just how imperfect we are — and we
wonder if God could ever love someone like us. We're so used to the idea that there is almost always
some fine print somewhere; some strings attached, that if something sounds too good to be true, it
probably is. That's the way our world works. But it's not the way God works. Psalm 103 tells us that
God is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. It goes on to say that
God does not deal with us according to our sins, but has compassion, like a loving father.
God knows our hearts, and expects that we will stumble and falter and make some of the same
mistakes over and over until our new life in Christ has taken root down deep. If that seems hard to
swallow, read the story in Matthew 18, where a disciple asks Jesus how often we have to forgive.
Remember that Jesus answered him "not just seven times, but seventy times seven." If God wants
us to show this forgiveness toward one another, surely God will offer this kind of patient love to us,
and even more.
United Methodists see the church as the place to “make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.” The church is not the place for perfect people, but for those who are
“going on to perfection.” For us, being made in the image of Christ is a lifelong process that begins
with acknowledging God's grace and love and accepting that we are forgiven.
It sounds like you have some fear of judgment from the people in the church. The church should be a
safe place where we work on our imperfections and struggles. We regret that this is not always the
case. This is one of the reasons why we are proponents of Covenant Discipleship groups and other
small group ministries where people can build relationships that include a level of trust where we can
confess our struggles, and be encouraged to grow beyond them.
Have questions? Ask the UMC. And check out other recent Q&As.
This content was produced by InfoServ, a ministry of United Methodist Communications.
First published May 2, 2017.
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Stewardship
Prayers – Presence – Gifts – Service – Witness
Evalyn Campbell took a picture of the poster below in Hawaii.

What are you grateful for?
What gifts has God given you?
How are you sharing your gifts?
How can you be a better steward of your love of God and neighbor?
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If there were things you could do before you go to Heaven that you haven’t
accomplished on your faith journey, what would they be? Where do you
want to go and what experiences would you like to have before you pass
into your next life? Consider making a bucket list.
A bucket list is a list of everything that you want to experience in life, along
with the goals you want to achieve and the dreams you want to fulfill before
you die. Most of us have our own dreams, but a lot of people don’t write
them down, let alone take action on them.
As Christians, we have the power to create our own bucket list that not only
reflects Christ, but also empowers us on our journey towards the cross.
Many of these opportunities will allow you to explore and embrace your
faith, while also being extremely rewarding. Are you ready to create your
own Christian bucket list? The possibilities are endless.



























Make your bucket list. Below are some ideas, in random order, but make your list your own.
Visit the Holy Land (or at least the Holy Land Experience)
Lead a non-believer to Christ
Read the entire Bible.
Study Bible verses.
Memorize Bible verses
Go on a mission trip.
Learn to pray better.
Become a cheerful Christian.
Volunteer in your church and our outreach programs and for the work of the Lord.
Forgive those who have trespassed against you.
Find someone from your past and apologize.
Pay off everything and get out of debt.
Radiate Jesus’ love.
Visit a nursing home or hospital and minister to people in need.
Minister to those in prison.
Feed the hungry.
Plant some flowers or even a tree.
Wash someone's feet.
Do random acts of kindness.
Read a book of Christian theology.
Act like a kid again.
Learn new things.
Find someone who changed your life and do something special for him/her.
Donate to the church and her missions.
Recommit your life to Jesus.

Create your own Bucket List. It can be as long or as short as you want. Then do the things on your
list, one by one. No excuses. Just do it!
Read more at http://www.beliefnet.com/inspiration/galleries/7-things-to-do-before-heaven.aspx?p=2#MxSZSL3Me0jEgjPL.99 and
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/the-christian-bucket-list-50-things-every-believer-should-do-before-heaven-11631119.html.
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Let’s go to the movie, Moses.

Opportunities
to Broaden
Your Horizons
Let’s attend the UMW Mission Study.

In Theaters Sep 13, Sep 15
Sight & Sound Theatres® Presents

MOSES
He’s an unlikely hero, exiled and insecure – until
God calls him to free the Israelites! Experience
the epic story of MOSES in jaw-dropping scale,
brought to life on stage with massive sets,
spectacular special effects and live animals.
Filmed before a live audience, it’s an
unforgettable, uplifting production that takes your
family right into the center of the Red Sea.
For more information, go to:
https://www.fathomevents.com/events/moses?zi
p=32207.
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UMW
 August is Undie Sundays time again! We will be collecting
children’s undies for City Rescue Mission.


We will be meeting in P6 at 5:00 on August 16 to sew for Days
for Girls. A representative will be there to walk us through the
process. All are welcome to attend to watch and learn. This will
be a brown-bag event, so join us in fellowship and outreach.



Heart-to-Heart Circle will be providing dinner for Jacksonville Campus Ministries on August 28 th.

Cuba
Please remember our sister church, Martin Perez Methodist
Church, and Pastor Juan Luis Perez in your prayers.

Missionaries
Delbert and Sandy Groves are our missionaries in Zambia. They
Run the New Life Center, which includes PETs (Personal Energy
Transportation), tutoring, and a printing ministry among others.
Their website is: www.newlifezambia.com
Their closed Facebook group is New Life Center Zambia.
* Advance number for PET Zambia is 15057A.

UCOM (United Community Outreach Ministry) provides
Emergency Services, Meals on Wheels, and CNA
Scholarship programs on the Southside and touches many
lives. Canned and boxed goods are collected in the Narthex
weekly. Meals on Wheels delivery volunteers are needed.
Their website is: http://www.ucomjax.org
Like their Facebook page: UCOM Jax
Founded in 1940, the United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR) is the global humanitarian aid organization of the
United Methodist Church. UMCOR is working in more than 80
countries worldwide, including the United States. UMCOR
works through programs that address hunger, poverty, sustainable agriculture, international and
domestic emergencies, refugee and immigrant concerns, global health issues, and transitional
development. Learn more at www.UMCOR.org and follow on social media: facebook.com/UMCOR
and twitter.com/UMC_UMCOR.
* Advance Number to request your donation to go to US Relief: 901670
* Advance Number to request your donation to go to International Relief: 982450
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Faith UMC Good Neighbor Team
The Faith UMC Good Neighbor Team is comprised of volunteers from the church, trained by World
Relief to partner with a refugee family during their first six-months in the US. We appreciate your
donations to the Missions/Refugee fund – thank you for helping us help them!
Angel attended and enjoyed World Relief’s Discover Jacksonville Summer Camp, held on our
campus. Here is link to a slideshow of events and activities at camp: https://youtu.be/W9p99ca7Sto.
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From Make It Clear Ministries’

The doorbell
A pastor is walking down the street one day when he notices a small
boy trying to use the doorbell on a house across the street.
However, the boy is very small and the doorbell is too high for him to reach.
After watching the boy’s effort for some time the pastor walks across the street up to the little fellow
and rings the doorbell.
Kneeling down next to the child, the pastor smiles and asks, "And now what, my little man?" To
which the boy replies, "Run!"
Where do we come from?
A little girl asked her mother, "Where did people come from?"
Her mother answered, "God made Adam and Eve and they had children and that's how all mankind
was made."
A couple of days later she asked her father the same question.
The father answered, "Many years ago there were monkeys, which the human race evolved from."
The confused little girl returned to her mother and said, "Mommy, how is it possible that you told me
that we were created by God, and Daddy said we came from monkeys?"
The mother answered, "Well, dear, it is very simple. I told you about my side of the family and your
father told you about his."
Little boys prayer
"Dear God, please take care of my daddy and my mommy and my sister and my brother and my
doggy and my cat and me. Oh, please take care of yourself, God. If anything happens to you, we're
gonna be in a big mess."
The peace and love of God!
After a very long and boring sermon the parishioners filed out of the church saying nothing to the
preacher. Towards the end of the line was a thoughtful person who always commented on the
sermons. "Pastor, today your sermon reminded me of the peace and love of God!" The pastor was
thrilled. "No-one has ever said anything like that about my preaching before. Tell me why." "Well - it
reminded me of the Peace of God because it passed all understanding and the Love of God because
it endured forever!"
The Lord's Supper
If Jesus had lived in the Southern part of the United States instead of Israel, I am convinced that we
would be observing the Lord's Supper today with cornbread and ice tea. - Hugh Troyer
Can't sleep
Do you know what an agnostic dyslexic insomniac does?
He stays up all night wondering if there really is a dog!
Preachers Lamentations
A minister in Florida lamented that it was difficult to get his message across to his congregation. It's
so beautiful here in the winter, he said, that heaven doesn't interest them. And it's so hot here in the
summer that hell doesn't scare them.
Excerpts from http://www.makeitclearnow.org/relhumor.html .
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Old Testament Books Crossword Puzzle
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Bill Brinkworth
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Across:
1. Book of songs
6. Satan tested him
7. Book of God’s commands to Moses
10. Benjamin’s son — Gen. 46:21
12. Book of Israel’s leaders
13. Aram’s Son— Gen. 10:23
14. Creator
15. 22nd book
18. Book after captivity
19. Book of prophet from Elkosh
20. Ham’s son—Gen.10:6
21. You in the King James Version
23. Lodged with lions
25. “… __ they believe” Nu. 14:11
27. Last judge
28. Book of beginnings

Down:
1. Book of Solomon’s advice
2. “__ my people go”
3. High priest
4. Eliahib’s son — Neh. 12:10
5. 5th book
8. 21st book
9. 25th book
11. Israel’s history
12. Prophet of Judah
16. Book after Amos
17. Lot owned them — Gen. 13:5
22. King of Moab — Jud. 3
24. Naomi’s daughter-in-law
26. Woman made from this
29. City of Hadarezer — 1 Chr. 18:8

For the answers, to go http://www.openthoumineeyes.com/puzzle/OT.htm.
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