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A word from Rev. Barry Andrews, Senior Pastor 
 

June has been full of fun and fast- Annual Conference, World Relief 
summer camp, three visiting youth groups, VBS, not to mention broken air 
conditioners, buses that won’t start, and floor drains that flow up instead of 
draining down, and much, much more.   
 
In all of this, and indeed, in all of life, we look for God’s hand at work 
around us.   How is it that we are to know his will, and then to accomplish 
it?  What is our role in his work?  These questions bring to mind a 
question: what is the difference between prevenient grace and 
predestination? 

Prevenient grace assumes that God is at work in our world, and we have a choice in how we react to 
how he is moving amongst us.  Predestination also assumes God is working amongst us, but that he 
has predetermined our paths, so we have little to no choice in what happens around us. 

Predestination is very prevalent in our popular culture.  Phrases such as “It was his time to go” when 
someone dies, or “everything happens for a purpose”, or even “it was God’s will” reflect a recognition 
of and resignation to God’s sovereign will.  Prevenient grace would instead say that everything is 
purposeful, and can be used to God’s glory, and emphasizes not just submission to God’s will, but 
acceptance of his continuing mission. 

This summer has been full of signs of God’s working ahead of us, that is, his prevenient grace, from 
those who worked with Pastor Rigo to help him earn his Local Pastor’s License, to the daily workings 
of the ministries of this church. 

While sitting at the supper table this week, a need for a substitute dance teacher for summer camp 
was casually mentioned.  Wonderfully, another lady at the table had been a dance major in college.  
Who knew this would ever happen?  Well, God knew, that’s who.  But it took more than knowledge, 
and more than this happy, seemingly coincidental meeting.  The dance major had to agree to be a 
substitute teacher --- which she did God’s will, and her choice. 

I’m aware of an African water project identified by one of our churches, but they had no idea how it 
would get done.  It turned out that someone knew somebody who did that sort of work, and he just 
happened to be in Africa, and, did we mention that the name of his business was also the name of 
their mission team?  Coincidence?  No, God was at work, in ways that they could neither anticipate  
or understand, but could accept, and move forward. 

All this makes me wonder at God’s power, and also makes me wonder what he has in store for us 
next.  Will we be moving forward, looking for, and relying upon his grace?  Part of what he calls us to 
do is to wait upon him, and we’ve learned more than once what a challenge that can be.  Yet, that’s 
how God works- in his time, in his ways, going before us to do his wonders and his will.  May I 
suggest that we keep our eyes open to see God at work, and our hearts ready to follow, and our 
hands and feet willing to do his work.  To God be the glory! 
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Maxine NeSmith Westbrook  
February 22, 1930 - June 17, 2018 
 
Maxine NeSmith Westbrook, 88, passed away Sunday, June 17, 2018 in 
Jacksonville, Florida.  She was born in Sycamore, Georgia to Isaac Lamar 
Nesmith and Carrier Bell Cromer on February 22, 1930. 

 

She was a faithful member of Faith United Methodist Church since 1984, and prior to that Murray Hill 
Methodist Church.  Maxine was a Trustee, on the Church Council, and member of the Parks-Wilcox, 
Ocean Road Sunday School class.  She retired from Southern Bell after 33 years and worked      part-time 
at Coggin Pontiac GMC for many years.  Maxine truly loved this job and made many lasting friendships.  
She volunteered for 15 years for the Gate River Run and loved the Gate girls, where she was lovingly 
referred as the "coleslaw police lady'.   
 

Maxine will forever be remembered as a feisty little lady who volunteered for everything and loved her 
family. If you ever needed help, Maxine was there for you.  She will be dearly missed by all who knew her. 
 

Maxine was preceded in death by both of her parents; loving husband, Bill Westbrook; and son, Jerry 
Purcell. 
 

She is survived by daughter, Brenda Jones (David), Jacksonville, FL; siblings, Issac Lamar NeSmith, Jr. 
(Barbara) Palatka, FL, Cortez NeSmith Purcell Ashburn, GA, Jimmy NeSmith  (LaRue) Ashburn, GA; 
grandchildren, Shannon Dayton (Jeff) Jacksonville, FL, Scott Purcell  Atlanta, GA and Andy Purcell 
Ashburn, GA; great-grandchildren, David Taylor Dayton (Brittany) Jacksonville, FL, Adelyn Morgan 
Dayton Jacksonville, FL,  Jareth Purcell Ashburn, GA and Austin Purcell Tifton, GA and great-great 
grandchildren,  Caiden Taylor Dayton and Cameron Taylor Dayton. 
 

A Graveside service was held Friday, June 22, 2018 at 10 am in the Arlington Park Cemetery, 6920 Lone 
Star Road, Jacksonville, FL 32211 with Reverend Barry Andrews officiating.  
 

Arrangements were under the direction and care of Arlington Park Funeral Home, 6920 Lone Star Road, 
Jacksonville, Florida 32211 (904) 724-6384. 

 
 
 
 

Dear Rev. Barry and members of Faith UMC, 
 

I just want to say thank you very much for your constant love and support 
during all this time!  I am especially thankful for your kindness and generosity 
in reimbursing me the expense for my Personal Growth Assignment as part 
of my candidacy for Local Pastor.  It means a lot to me!!! 
 

God richly bless you for your love and generosity!  Please continue to keep 
me in your prayers as I pursue my ministry with the United Methodist Church. 
 

Love,   Marcia Soto  5/31/18 

 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiy_oC08v3bAhVCpFkKHanoA8YQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.colorcoletters.com/script-sympathy-memorial-words/standard-1-5/in-loving-memory-sheet-of-6.html&psig=AOvVaw1Wmv8cca-hRR5E2wI5vi0X&ust=1530534166184580
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjRqZPG9_3bAhWitlkKHWPWBlMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.greetingsisland.com/preview/cards/warmed-heart/87-11005&psig=AOvVaw3ayklYxTO5SbW06ssDmDwi&ust=1530535578162224
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Blessed Memories 
Our church was honored last month to host University City UMC of Charlotte, NC, and Roswell UMC 
of Roswell, GA, and was blessed by their music, puppet shows, and help with World Relief’s Summer 
Camp and VBS’s at our church and at St Joseph, Highlands, Spring Glen UMCs.  Thanks be to God! 

 

 
 

 
Click and drag to look around 
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UPDATES 
 
 

On May 5th, Pastor Barry and I joined 300 other guests in Madison for Dedication Day at the Ranch.  
We were there to celebrate the opening of the Chapel and the Counseling and Support Services 
Center.  We toured the new facilities as well as the two cottages and saw the new swimming pool.  
The President and CEO, Kitwana McTyer led the program with several speakers while we fanned the 
gnats away.  Following the program we were treated to a barbeque lunch under the Big Top.  We 
completed our tours and headed back to Jax.   
 

On May 24th the Legacy Scholars Academy held a graduation ceremony for the largest class of 
twelve.  The ceremony took place at First United Methodist Church of Sanford.  “Rise Up” was the 
theme and the speakers summarized and focused on the practical applications of the theme. 
 

Each graduate received a handmade quilt from First UMC of Boca Raton, a check for $125.00 from 
Silver Palm UMC, a laptop computer to help in furthering their studies, and a personalized Bible from 
the Spiritual Life Department.  Congratulations to these graduates who worked so hard to improve 
themselves. 
 

In July we have a 5th Sunday which will give us the opportunity to donate toward our Children’s 
Home.  Please remember the children in your prayers and your offerings 
 

Cynthia R. Shank 
Local Church Representative 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwikwLmFw__bAhVsw1kKHUSnDLoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://greatnonprofits.org/org/florida-united-methodist-childrens-home-inc&psig=AOvVaw1FzTG4uYudgaACZlcqlXY1&ust=1530590202617785
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Most of us know the Pledge of Allegiance, but do you know  
the Pledge to the Bible and the Pledge to the Christian Flag? 

 

 

 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://www.mulierchile.com/christian-flag-coloring-page.html&psig=AOvVaw3X9p-KHE60lKnqXtvl1hFj&ust=1529838509233147
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjv95f44_fbAhWyt1kKHRz7A8gQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://providencebaptistchurch.org/god-bless-america/&psig=AOvVaw3NfsSfjd4lly-Vf4J4WWQq&ust=1530324113379330
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2018 Florida Annual Conference News 

Complete coverage of this year’s annual conference event is available at www.flumc.org.  Full ministry    
reports are included in the 2018 Annual Conference Workbook at www.flumc.org/annual-conference-2018.  
 
 

“2018 Florida Annual Conference Lay Member Summary” Excerpt: 
 
Remembering Who We Are was the theme of the 2018 Florida 
Annual Conference, and around 1600 Florida United Methodists 
gathered at Branscomb Auditorium at Florida Southern College        
in Lakeland June 7-9 to share stories and learn about our Wesleyan 
heritage and the rich history of the Florida Conference. 
 

Bishop’s Offering 
Conference churches gave over $42,967 toward the Bishop’s offering Thursday evening.  The 
offerings will be divided evenly between ZOE Ministries and funding for training laity and clergy in 
innovative forms of evangelism. 
 

 ZOE Ministries  
o ZOE is a distinctive international development organization working through local 

leaders in seven countries to empower vulnerable children to move beyond poverty and 
its debilitating results of disease, hunger, exploitation, abuse, hopelessness, and 
illiteracy.  These children hold the greatest capacity to create lasting solutions for 
themselves, their families, and their communities. 

 Training Laity and Clergy 
o Churches across the conference engage with their communities in new and exciting 

forms of evangelism.  The conference is committed to training our laity and clergy in 
creative and contextual ways of reaching out in order to create sustaining, vital 
churches, in the future and in reaching new people with the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

Program 
Health insurance and the Florida Conference vision and growth were discussed. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

 The conference treasurer reported that local church membership was 228,700 in 2017, down 
10,300 or 4.3% from 2016.  Average weekly worship attendance appears to have stayed flat in 
2017 after adjusting for changes in how the information was collected in 2017. 

 CF&A reported the number of churches paying apportionments at 100% went from 417 in 2016 
to 434 in 2017; the percentage paid was approximately 88% 8n 2017.  

 CF&A’s 2919 budget request is 1.16% less than 2018. 
 

Ordination 
Ordination, licensing, and commissioning of 62 individuals.  Ordained: 16 as elders, 2 as deacons.  
Commissioned:  19 as provisional elders, 1 as provisional deacon.  Licensed as local pastors:  24. 
 

Local Churches 
Twenty churches are celebrating milestone anniversaries:  One marked 175 years; eight marked 150 
years; six have reached 125 years; three have reached 100; one is celebrating 75 years; one is 
celebrating 50 years.  Conference members approved discontinuation of 12 churches. 
 

 
 

http://www.flumc.org/
http://www.flumc.org/annual-conference-2018
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“Laity celebrates mission outside church walls” excerpts:  
June 07, 2018          By Lance Rothwell and Joe Henderson 
https://www.flumc.org/newsdetail/laity-call-for-mission-outside-the-church-walls-11456174  
  

The 2018 Florida Annual Conference laity session highlighted the vital contributions lay workers 
provide at United Methodist churches throughout the state.  That work includes disaster relief after 
the state and Puerto Rico were battered by two major hurricanes in 2017.  As Disaster Response 
Coordinator Pam Garrison noted, “… the church did what the church does. You reached out to 
hurting and broken people.”  Molly McEntire said recovery could take up to five more years. 
 

“Collaboration is key for new direction, 'On Mission Together'” excerpts: 
June 08, 2018           By Joe Henderson | FLUMC 
https://www.flumc.org/newsdetail/ac-provides-direction-on-mission-together-11472684  
  

We have a renewed collaboration offered by the Strategic Leadership Team called “On Mission 
Together”.  It involves everyone, from top Conference leaders to each person who attends a local 
church.  Their aim was to keep it simple, passionate and aligned.  The mission statement is:  
Equipping leaders to make disciples of Jesus for the transformation of communities across Florida 
and beyond.  The goal is to equip clergy and lay leaders to fulfill the mission of the church.” 
 

After studying the early roots of Methodism, Bishop Carter noted that churches approached 
resolutions by reflecting as a group how the proposals related to their faith instead of arguing pro or 
con.  He believes that model can be useful in dealing with today’s complex issues.  “We’re leaders 
and hopefully we can begin to model how to have these conversations,” he said.  The new approach 
means submitted resolutions can be referred to a Conference board or agency for consideration.  On 
Friday, our first question was, “What is the faith that we should teach as United Methodists?”  On 
Saturday the questions discussed were "How to Teach?" and "What to do?". 
 

Connectional Ministries 
The update on Connectional Ministries gave a clear picture of the depth and variety of the UMC’s 
global reach, and it affects every member.  Resources, especially people, build bridges to 
neighborhoods and communities, and that is amplified and spread through a variety of sources and 
innovative outreaches like Fresh Expressions.  The monthly Twitter traffic topped 52,000, and the 
Conference Facebook page has 8,700 followers with an annual reach of 1.4 million. The growth also 
shows campus ministries, and camp participation has greatly increased in the last year. 
 

Missional Engagement 
Important work is being done in Haiti, Angola and Cuba, along with a new partnership with a church in 
Argentina.  Also, a joint Haiti-Florida covenant committee will be renewed and approach fresh 
missions in that island nation.  The ongoing work to help people devastated by hurricanes Irma and 
Maria last year will continue in cooperation with the United Methodist Committee on Relief.  UMCOR 
gave an initial $1 million grant for that work and recently approved an $8 million, two-year grant.  
Disaster Response Coordinator Pam Garrison said. “Feeding neighbors quickly turned into feeding 
neighborhoods. The disaster is still very real. Let’s keep … going because the need is now.” 
 

Florida United Methodist Foundation 
The Florida United Methodist Foundation passed on $8.2 million to Conference churches and 
agencies last year. The money was used to help pay for operations and various ministries. 
Churches and individuals invested $145.8 million last year in the Development Fund.  By providing 
low-interest loans for churches and ministries, “your investment is building new sanctuaries so more 
people can worship, adding classrooms so people of all ages can continue learning what it means to 
be a disciple of Jesus, and renovating areas for youth so they have a safe place to gather and learn.” 

https://www.flumc.org/newsdetail/laity-call-for-mission-outside-the-church-walls-11456174
https://www.flumc.org/newsdetail/ac-provides-direction-on-mission-together-11472684
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“Way Forward session innovative, highly participatory” excerpts: 
June 12, 2018   
https://www.flumc.org/newsdetail/way-forward-session-innovative-highly-participatory-11411195  
 

Bishop Ken Carter introduced the Annual Conference session on the Way Forward on Friday 
afternoon by summarizing important points in the book The Anatomy of Peace by The Arbinger 
Institute. A key learning is about the difference between a heart at war and a heart at peace.  With “a 
heart at war, the other person is an object, an obstacle, an irrelevance.”  With “a heart at peace, we 
see the other not as an issue, but as a person.”  “Convicted humility is an attitude that combines 
honesty about differences with humility about the ways each of our views stand in need of correction,” 
Bishop Carter said. “We hold deep convictions about who God is, and who we are in God’s grace.  
We hold differing convictions about human sexuality in the same churches, in the same families. We 
believe that our fundamental theological commitments unite us across real differences.” 
 

Following the introduction, the Point of View method for having empathy, understanding and 
generative dialogue in hard conversations was explained by Jason DeMeo of the consulting firm We 
Are Curio. The members were then invited to have conversations in triads around subjects related to 
the Way Forward. 
 
 

AC 2018 concludes with a new vision for the future 
June 13, 2018           By Joe Henderson | FLUMC 
https://www.flumc.org/newsdetail/ac-2018-concludes-with-a-new-vision-for-the-future-11473606  
 

The intent of the 2018 Annual Conference has been to re-connect United Methodists with the basics 
of their faith through the theme “Remembering Who We Are”—with the hope that believers will build 
on that to realize what they can be. 
 

Rev. Dr. Paul Chilcote, professor of theology at the Asbury Theological Seminary in Orlando, 
delivered his presentation, "Replicating our Wesleyan DNA."  Citing a John Wesley sermon on grace, 
Chilcote noted that grace is free, grace is for all and, importantly, “God excludes no one from the 
reach of this love.”  That concept is what modern-day Methodists have in their Wesleyan DNA.  That 
includes three principal points: a message of grace and love; a method of growth in community, and a 
mission-church for the world.   
 

Grace and love, he said, is exemplified in the biblical story of the Samaritan woman at the well and 
her encounter with Jesus.   
 

That grace, he said, should be shared through the second pillar—growth in community.  “Created in 
the image of a relational God, we all crave genuine, true, life-giving relationships with God and 
others,” he said. So, in a new community—the church—how do we learn to love well, to love as Jesus 
loves? We practice, he explained.  That includes such Christian tenets as prayer, fasting, acts of 
mercy, partaking in the Eucharist and immersion in scripture. 
 

All of that, Chilcote said, “leads us to the third important strand of our Methodist DNA—the Wesleyan 
discovery of a mission-church for the world.  “Folks, the church does not exist for itself,” he said. “It is 
not about you or me, or the local congregation we call home.  We exist to demonstrate God’s love to 
and for others, for all. That is our reason for being.” 
 
 
 

https://www.flumc.org/newsdetail/way-forward-session-innovative-highly-participatory-11411195
https://www.flumc.org/newsdetail/ac-2018-concludes-with-a-new-vision-for-the-future-11473606
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Retirements and anniversaries 
The Conference recognized 19 clergy members who are have observed the milestone of 50 years 
since their first ordination, along with 13 others who were ordained 25 years ago.  Rev. G. William 
Sims was saluted on the 75th anniversary of his ordination.  The Conference also honored 33 retirees 
for their long service. 
 
Financial report 
Harriet Mayes, chairperson of the Finance and Adminstration Committee, delivered an uplifting 
message.  “The financial records of the Florida United Methodist Church are in good order,” she said.   
Members approved the 2019 total budget of $20.4 million. 
 
Church charterings 
Rev. Dan Jackson, director of Vital Church Initiative, led a presentation celebrating the chartering of 
three churches: Nueva, North Central District; The Collective, East Central District; and Bethesda 
Haitian, South East District. The three churches met the criteria for chartering: Average Weekly 
Attendance of 225, financial stability, disciple making process, leadership development process, 
missional connection with the community and a vision for the future. 
 
Church discontinuances 
Members approved discontinuing 12 churches in the Conference.  They include: 

 East Central District: Christ UMC in Sanford, Reeves Memorial in Orlando and Trinity in Winter 
Haven. 

 Gulf Central District: Manhattan Avenue UMC in Tampa. 

 North Central District: Druid Hills UMC in Ocala. 

 North East District: Community in Lake Como, Franklintown in Fernandina Beach, Inman 
Memorial in Jacksonville and St. Stephens in Hastings. 

 South East District: Faith Kendale and Iglesia Cristina Juan Wesley, both in Miami. 

 South West District: First UMC in Bowling Green. 
 
Rev. Dr. Gary Spencer, dean of the Cabinet and superintendent of the Atlantic Central District, 
reported on a recent merger where long-standing Good Shepherd UMC (West Palm Beach) agreed 
to join with the stronger Community of Hope (Loxahatchee), a strategy to keep the Good Shepherd 
congregation intact. 
 
Other business items 

 The Board of Trustees continues to oversee the property entrusted to all the Methodists in Florida. 
The Trustees are responsible for the needs of the Conference Center, the Episcopal Residence, 
provide guidance to the Campus Ministries and, starting with Annual Conference 2015, the 
management of abandoned and closed local church property. The trustees continue to monitor 
campus ministries on the current property conditions and assist with maintenance needs.  Since 
the last annual conference, the Trustees have sold or transferred 12 properties. 

 

 Bishop Carter’s time outside of the Florida Conference has been focused on his role as one of the 
moderators for the Commission on a Way Forward and his service (beginning in May 2018) as 
President of the Council of Bishops. 
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Faith UMC Good Neighbor Team 
The Faith UMC Good Neighbor Team is comprised of volunteers from the church, trained by World 
Relief to partner with a refugee family during their first six-months in the US.  We appreciate your 
donations to the Missions/Refugee fund – thank you for helping us help them!   
 

Lots have happened in June!  Maria got a job!  She is very happy to be working.  Angel is attending 
and enjoying Discover Jacksonville Summer Camp, held on our campus. 
 

Sadly, Maria lost her father, seven siblings, and most of their families in 
the Guatemalan volcano eruption.  Her mother, one brother, and a few 
children survived.  The houses and all their belongings were lost.  They 
have started rebuilding, thanks to the generosity of our congregation.  
Maria and her family thank everyone who has donated and prayed for 
them – Muchas Gracias!!  You have shown Christ’s love to them during 
this devastating time of loss. 
 

Here are a few pictures of their work so far. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
     

 

 
 
 
 
World Relief’s Discover Jacksonville Summer Camp goes through July 28th.  Please continue to 
support them in your prayers and financially --- just specify the amount you wish to contribute to 
“World Relief” on your offering envelope.  If you are able to help with meals, please see Susan Davis.  
For more info, their wish list, or to volunteer, like them at www.facebook.com/worldreliefjacksonville or 
go to https://worldreliefjacksonville.org/blog/discover-jacksonville-summer-camp-2018.  

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00184w4Tkxx35CUzDPuVFVtcM8zlWfG1Bvl_efe4kHW3kbjlWR7_1WmBqfDYGLbit3Y6SnrU2snj_ORN1jKeZLnkOiE47kYmHXeUYyLYJRPbVITsH5mGf8bYlNxVbBwLaEZbwmAw3RlptkOBBkBoV1Ic0Tpn2nQprSzfJjiS_uJIeG_yeteooBESJ9bVT-r8RwhY5XcZAjJtDHFPRk3yOeafdL-_HjfIY8j&c=qdI-IO8znIiYLaLSeie7xAuyLjLnnhuAK59FL94khI_qVLwCCQ5stA==&ch=1YMAzOs0TSfgZnaHfZxFTsBYmn0Pf3Ku92FA3NfWD8Hx58FzEtHTJA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00184w4Tkxx35CUzDPuVFVtcM8zlWfG1Bvl_efe4kHW3kbjlWR7_1WmBqfDYGLbit3Y6SnrU2snj_ORN1jKeZLnkOiE47kYmHXeUYyLYJRPbVITsH5mGf8bYlNxVbBwLaEZbwmAw3RlptkOBBkBoV1Ic0Tpn2nQprSzfJjiS_uJIeG_yeteooBESJ9bVT-r8RwhY5XcZAjJtDHFPRk3yOeafdL-_HjfIY8j&c=qdI-IO8znIiYLaLSeie7xAuyLjLnnhuAK59FL94khI_qVLwCCQ5stA==&ch=1YMAzOs0TSfgZnaHfZxFTsBYmn0Pf3Ku92FA3NfWD8Hx58FzEtHTJA==
http://www.facebook.com/worldreliefjacksonville
https://worldreliefjacksonville.org/blog/discover-jacksonville-summer-camp-2018
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwipz-L5y_3bAhVGnlkKHWrDAoYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://eastsidetree.info/guatemala-on-map/guatemala-on-map-where-is-guatemala-located-on-a-world-map-guatemala-on-map-my-blog-hd-1036-x-733-pixels/&psig=AOvVaw3TlpLJp9P5ucIZbAwSH5Xp&ust=1530523581851791
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UMW 
Thanks for supporting June Undie Sundays!  We collected a lot of 
undies for City Rescue Mission – look in bulletin for final count. 
 
Heart-to-Heart Circle will be writing and sending cards to 
missionaries at our July meeting.  All are welcome to join us on 
Thursday, July 12th, at 6:30 PM at Piccadilly. 
    

 
 

Cuba 
Please remember our Sister Church, Martin Perez Methodist 
Church, and Pastor Juan Luis Perez in your prayers.   
 
 

 

 
Missionaries 
Delbert and Sandy Groves are our missionaries in Zambia.  They  
Run the New Life Center, which includes PETs (Personal Energy 
Transportation), tutoring, and a printing ministry among others. 
 

Their website is: www.newlifezambia.com 
Their closed Facebook group is New Life Center Zambia. 
* Advance number for PET Zambia is 15057A. 

 
 
                
          
            
 

      
       
 
 
 

 
Founded in 1940, the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) is the global humanitarian aid organization of the 
United Methodist Church. UMCOR is working in more than 80 
countries worldwide, including the United States.  UMCOR 

works through programs that address hunger, poverty, sustainable agriculture, international and 
domestic emergencies, refugee and immigrant concerns, global health issues, and transitional 
development. Learn more at www.UMCOR.org and follow on social media: facebook.com/UMCOR 
and twitter.com/UMC_UMCOR. 
 

* Advance Number to request your donation to go to US Relief: 901670 
* Advance Number to request your donation to go to International Relief: 982450 

UCOM (United Community Outreach Ministry) provides 
Emergency Services, Meals on Wheels, and CNA 
Scholarship programs on the Southside and touches many 
lives.  Canned and boxed goods are collected in the Narthex 
weekly.  Meals on Wheels delivery volunteers are needed. 
 

Their website is: http://www.ucomjax.org 
Like their Facebook page: UCOM Jax 

http://www.newlifezambia.com/
http://www.umcor.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi8-ZfVwP3bAhXExFkKHUsFAEYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.igrc.org/umw&psig=AOvVaw1yTsemBtYoZEWlPUO-GGD9&ust=1530520834400023
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjqxJCqsOXaAhXps1kKHSfKCvoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.ngumc.org/umcorert&psig=AOvVaw1eJXj9Q81XVYijIvgikc9l&ust=1525293742368029
http://www.ucomjax.org/
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Since we are celebrating the United States of America’s 242nd birthday, it is obvious the USA 
was not mentioned in the Bible.  But what countries are listed in the Bible?  Following is a 
partial list of different nations/countries mentioned in the Bible. 

https://carm.org/do-you-have-list-of-countries-nations-mentioned-in-bible, http://www.wogim.org/anland.htm,  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_nations_mentioned_in_the_Bible, and Google research. 

 
1. Achaia (now Southern Greece), Acts 18:12, 27; 19:21; Romans 15:26; 1 Corinthians 16:15; 2 Corinthians 

1:1; 9:2; 11:10; 1 Thessalonians 1:7,8 
2. Arabia (Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar and some of Iraq and Jordan) , 2 Chronicles 9:14; Isaiah 21:13; 

Jeremiah 25:24; Ezekiel 27:21; Galatians 1:17; 4:25 
3. Aram (Syria), 2 Kings 5:1; 12:17; Isaiah 7:1, 4; Ezekiel 27:16; Hosea 12:12; Amos 1:5 
4. Asia, Acts 2:9; 6:9; 19:10; Romans 16:5; 1 Corinthians 16:19; 2 Timothy 1:15; Revelation 1:4 
5. Assyria (Iraq), Isaiah 10:24; 31:8, 52:4, Micah 5:5, 6 
6. Babylon (Iran, a.k.a. Land of Ur), 2 Kings 17:24; 1 Ch. 9:1; Isaiah 13:1;Jer. 20:4; Daniel 1:1; Rev. 14:8 
7. Canaan (North Israel & South Lebanon), Gen. 10:18; 12:6; Ex. 3:8; Num. 33:40; Josh. 3:10; Matt. 15:22 
8. Cappadocia (heartland of Turkey), Acts 2:9; 1 Peter 1:1 
9. Cilicia (southern coast of Turkey), Acts 6:9; 15:23, 41; 21:39; 22:3; 23:34; 27:5; Galatians 1:21 
10. Crete, Acts 27:7, 12, 13, 21; Titus 1:5 
11. Cush (Ethiopia and some of Sudan, Somalia and Yemen [and possibly more of Africa]; a.k.a. Kush), 

Genesis 2:13; 10:6-8; 2 Kings 19:9; 1 Chronicles 1:8-10; Psalm 7:1; Isaiah 11:11; 20:3-5 
12. Cyrene (Libya), Matthew 27:32; Mark 15:21; Acts 2:10; 11:20; 13:1 
13. Elam (Iran), Genesis 14:1, 9; Ezra 2:7; 4:9; Nehemiah 7:12; Jeremiah 25:25; Ezekiel 32:24; Acts 2:9 
14. Egypt (a.k.a. Mizraim), Genesis 16:1, 21:9; Exodus 1:19; Leviticus 24:10; Deut. 23:7, Acts 7:24, 28    
15. Ethiopia, Esther 1:1; Job 28:19; Psalm 68:31;  Ezekiel 29:10;  Amos 9:7;  Zephaniah 3:10 
16. Gomer (Ukraine), Genesis 10 
17. Gog, Magog, Rus, and Rosh (Russia), Ezekiel 38:2-3; Revelation 20:7-8 
18. Greece, Daniel 8:21; 10:20; 11:2; Zechariah 9:13; Acts 20:2  
19. India, Esther 1:1; 8:9 
20. Italy, Acts 18:2; 27:1, 6;  Hebrews 13:24 
21. Judah (Israel) Jeremiah 23:5-6; Numbers 2:3; Hosea 1:6-7; 2 Samuel 24:9; and many more 
22. Lebanon, Deuteronomy 1:7; 3:25; Joshua 1:4; 1 Kings 4:33; 2 Chronicles 2:8; Ezra 3:7; Psalm 29:5; Isaiah 

2:13; Jeremiah 18:14; Ezekiel 17:3; Hosea 14:5; Zechariah 10:10 
23. Libya, Ezekiel 30:5; Acts 2:10 
24. Macedonia (Greece, the Republic of Macedonia, Bulgaria, Albania, Serbia and Kosovo), Acts 16:9; 18:5; 

19:21;  Romans 15:26;  Philippians 4:15; 1 Timothy 1:3 
25. Malta, Acts 28:1–10 
26. Medes (West & Northwest Iran), 2 Kings 17:6; 18:11; Isaiah 13:17; Daniel 5:28; Acts 2:9 
27. Mesopotamia (Iraq & parts of Iran, Syria & Turkey), Genesis 24:10; Deut. 23:4; Judges 3:8; Acts 2:9; 7:2 
28. Midian (Western Saudi Arabia & Southern Jordan), Genesis 37:28; Numbers 10:29; 25:6, 14, 15 
29. Moab (Jordan, a.k.a. Ammon & Edom), Deuteronomy 23:3, Ruth 1:4; 2:6; 1 Kings 11:1; Nehemiah 13:1 
30. Pamphylia (Southwest Turkey), Acts 2:10; 14:24; 15:38; 27:5 
31. Parthians (central-eastern Turkey, to eastern Iran), Acts 2:9 
32. Persia (Iran & some of Iraq), 2 Chronicles 36:20, 22, 23; Ezra 1:1, 2, 8; Ezekiel 27:10; Daniel 8:20 
33. Philistia (Palestine), Ex. 15:14; Psalm 60:8, 83:7, 87:4, 108:9; Isaiah 14:29, 14:31; Joel 3:4;  Zech. 9:6. 
34. Phoenicia (Lebanon), Acts 21:2; Mark 7:26 
35. Phut (Libya and some of Egypt and North Africa), Genesis 10:6; Jeremiah 46:9; Ezekiel 30:5, 27:10 
36. Phrygia (West Central Turkey), Acts 2:10; 18:23 
37. Pontus (Northeast of Turkey), Acts 2:9; 18:2; 1 Peter 1:1 
38. Samaria (Israel), 1 Kings 13:32; 2 Kings 1:2; Isaiah 7:9; 10:10; Ezekiel 16:46; Hosea 7:1; Amos 

3:9;  Obadiah 19; Micah 1:1; John 4:4; Acts 1:8 
39. Scythia (Southern Russia), Colossians 3:11 
40. Spain, Romans 15:24, 28 

41. Tarshish (Carthage [and possibly even Great Britain]), Isaiah 60:9 

https://carm.org/do-you-have-list-of-countries-nations-mentioned-in-bible
http://www.wogim.org/anland.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_nations_mentioned_in_the_Bible
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2018.12
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2018.27
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2019.21
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%2015.26
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Cor%2016.15
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Cor%201.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Cor%201.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Corinthians%209.2
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Corinthians%2011.10
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thess%201.7
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thessalonians%201.8
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Chron%209.14
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Isa%2021.13
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Jer%2025.24
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ezek%2027.21
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Gal%201.17
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Galatians%204.25
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Kings%205.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Kings%2012.17
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Isa%207.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Isaiah%207.4
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ezek%2027.16
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Hos%2012.12
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%206.9
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2019.10
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%2016.5
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Cor%2016.19
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Tim%201.15
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rev%201.4
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Isa%2010.24
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Isaiah%2031.8
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Isaiah%2052.4
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Micah%205.5
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Micah%205.6
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Kings%2017.24
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Chron%209.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Isa%2013.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Jer%2020.4
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Dan%201.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rev%2014.8
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Gen%2010.18
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Genesis%2012.6
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Exod%203.8
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Num%2033.40
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Josh%203.10
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2015.22
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%202.9
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Pet%201.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%206.9
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2015.23
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2015.41
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2021.39
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2022.3
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2023.34
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2027.5
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Gal%201.21
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2027.7
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2027.12
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2027.13
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2027.21
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Titus%201.5
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Gen%202.13
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Genesis%2010.6-8
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Kings%2019.9
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Chron%201.8-10
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ps%207.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Isa%2011.11
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Isaiah%2020.3-5
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2027.32
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Mark%2015.21
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%202.10
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2011.20
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2013.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Gen%2014.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Genesis%2014.9
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ezra%202.7
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ezra%204.9
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Neh%207.12
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Jer%2025.25
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ezek%2032.24
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%202.9
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Gen%2016.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Genesis%2021.9
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Exod%201.19
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Lev%2024.10
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Deut%2023.7
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%207.24
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Esther%201.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Job%2028.19
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ps%2068.31
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ezek%2029.10
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Amos%209.7
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Zeph%203.10
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Dan%208.21
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Daniel%2010.20
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Daniel%2011.2
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Zech%209.13
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Esther%201.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Esther%208.9
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2018.2
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2027.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2027.6
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Heb%2013.24
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Deut%201.7
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Deuteronomy%203.25
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Josh%201.4
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Kings%204.33
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Chron%202.8
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ezra%203.7
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ps%2029.5
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Isa%202.13
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Isa%202.13
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Jer%2018.14
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ezek%2017.3
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Hos%2014.5
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Zech%2010.10
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ezek%2030.5
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%202.10
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2016.9
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2018.5
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2019.21
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%2015.26
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Phil%204.15
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Tim%201.3
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Kings%2017.6
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Kings%2018.11
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Isa%2013.17
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Dan%205.28
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%202.9
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Gen%2024.10
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Deut%2023.4
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Judg%203.8
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%202.9
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%207.2
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Gen%2037.28
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Num%2010.29
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Numbers%2025.6
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Numbers%2025.14
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Numbers%2025.15
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ruth%201.4
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ruth%202.6
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Kings%2011.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Neh%2013.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%202.10
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2014.24
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2015.38
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2027.5
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%202.9
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Chron%2036.20
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Chronicles%2036.22
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Chronicles%2036.23
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ezra%201.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ezra%201.2
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ezra%201.8
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ezek%2027.10
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Dan%208.20
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%202.10
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2018.23
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%202.9
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2018.2
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Pet%201.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Kings%2013.32
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Kings%201.2
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Isa%207.9
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Isaiah%2010.10
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ezek%2016.46
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Hos%207.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Amos%203.9
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Amos%203.9
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Obad%2019
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Micah%201.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%204.4
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%201.8
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Col%203.11
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%2015.24
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Romans%2015.28
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Humor When You Separate of Church and State  
 

 

https://www.thebackpew.com/4th-of-july-cartoons-independence-day.html  

 

"Men play at God, but lacking God's experience they wind up as politicians." 
- Harry William King 

"The Christian ideal has not been tried and found wanting.   
It has been found difficult, and left untried." 

G. K. Chesterton 

"A Politician is one that would circumvent God." 
- William Shakespeare 

"The danger of loss of faith in God is not that one will believe in nothing,  
but rather that one will believe in anything." 

G. K. Chesterton 

"Balancing the budget is like going to heaven.   
Everybody wants to do it, but nobody wants to do  

what you have to do to get there." 
- Phill Gramm 

"Public money is like holy water; everyone helps himself." 
- Italian saying 

http://www.poetpatriot.com/jokes-polquote.htm  
 

https://www.thebackpew.com/4th-of-july-cartoons-independence-day.html
http://www.poetpatriot.com/jokes-polquote.htm


 Page 14 
 
 

The Faith Flyer                                                                                                                      July 2018 
 

 

MATTHEW 22:15-22 SEARCH-A-WORD PUZZLE 
 

Instructions:  Read the following scripture, Matthew 22:15-22, then find the  
words which are in bold in the puzzle below.  Remember the words might  
be horizontally, vertically, or diagonally, and may be forward or backward. 

 

Matthew 22:15-22 (ESV) 

15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his words. 16 And they sent their 
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true and teach 
the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about anyone's opinion, for you are not swayed by 
appearances. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 18 But 
Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin 
for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20 And Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and 
inscription is this?” 21 They said, “Caesar's.” Then he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.” 22 When they heard it, they 
marveled. And they left him and went away. 
 
 

 

D  O  N  W  S  E  L  E  T  W  O  B  Y  R  W 

C  I  A  O  C  S  N  U  E  R  R  W  L  A  O 

A  Y  S  I  I  T  E  H  F  O  U  T  L  S  R 

R  M  L  C  A  T  T  N  U  W  E  E  U  E  D 

E  A  M  N  I  T  P  G  E  S  A  T  F  A  S 

M  J  G  Y  A  P  H  I  T  K  T  L  H  C  P 

W  L  E  M  W  T  L  D  R  L  I  B  T  U  P 

E  H  P  L  O  T  T  E  D  C  E  L  U  H  S 

T  R  E  N  D  E  R  L  S  H  S  F  R  E  H 

S  E  C  N  A  R  A  E  P  P  A  N  T  R  O 

U  R  A  C  Y  H  W  V  T  F  D  I  I  O  P 

S  W  H  C  H  E  A  R  D  H  R  O  G  D  I 

E  K  N  I  H  T  Y  A  F  C  I  C  G  I  N  

J  T  H  E  M  E  O  M  O  D  S  N  J  A  I 

D  E  Y  A  W  S  R  P  F  E  I  E  G  N  O 

N  I  O  C  B  V  Y  D  O  T  P  A  X  S  N 

N  R  A  E  P  H  A  R  I  S  E  E  S  A  C 

S  U  I  R  A  N  E  D  F  T  I  Y  F  M  T 
 


