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A word from Rev. Barry Andrews, Senior Pastor
What a wonderful Easter season we have been enjoying! The Lord has
been extra good to us this past April, and we’ve been especially blessed
with the Easter cantata. We’d also note that we’ve had a full NOMADS
season this year, with months of friends working on a wide variety of
projects around the church and community. We count many of the
NOMADS as our friends, and very much consider them part and parcel of
the ministry of Faith. Indeed, I hesitate to differentiate NOMADS from the
regular members and friends list here; I’d suggest they’re all the same.
Anyway, thanks for all they do, and we’re all glad God has blended us
together to do his work in ministry here.
Perhaps we’d say that the development of NOMADS in Jacksonville is just one example of how God
continues to bring new life to our old church. It was not that long ago most of us had never heard of
this group, or knew any of these folks, nor had they any knowledge of us. It’s in God’s good grace
that we’ve come together, and in this resurrection season we’re mindful of God’s promise of newness.
Summer will soon be upon us, and there are a few things to be ready for. Most immediately, we will
start the three-session POV study Wednesday, May 2, after supper. This is a study to prepare us for
the coming Way Forward report and recommendations, and the special February, 2019 called
General Conference. To quote, “It is designed to equip participants to grow in empathy, have a
broader understanding of different points of view, and to create generative dialogue around
challenging conversations … POV gatherings give us space as United Methodists in Florida to
develop empathy and trust in conversation about human sexuality. We are trying to create an
alternative to the divisive spirit in our culture.”
There will also be the World Relief summer camp for refugee children, a planned camp for children of
homeless families, and Vacation Bible School. There are youth groups planning to spend a week at a
time in our bunk rooms, and many other exciting events upcoming. Stay tuned!
Lastly, I’d like to take a paragraph and thank you all for your Christian and familial kindness to me.
Susan Davis, SPRC chairperson, announced that I’m being reappointed to Faith for the 14th year,
and I could not be more pleased. I’m often humbled, but not surprised, at your many kind acts, and
although I hesitate to lift up any one thing, the surprise 60th birthday party was a homerun. Thanks
again, and I look forward to working in the Master’s vineyard with you in the coming year.

El equipo de emergencia ubicado debajo del banco en la parte posterior
de la iglesia es solo para emergencias médicas. Todos los suministros o
equipos utilizados deben reemplazarse o devolverse a la bolsa y
ubicación adecuadas lo antes posible.
The emergency equipment located under the pew in the back of the
church is for medical emergencies only. Any supplies or equipment used
should be replaced or returned to the proper bag and location ASAP.
Gracias / Thank You,
John Peavy, Disaster Coordinator
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Don
Templeton

Joined on Easter, April 1st, 2018.

Welcome to Von Arren Baucan Lugtu,
Baptized April 8th, 2018.
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Thank you …
to our Wesley Choir and Director Donna Thouin for a beautiful Easter Cantata!

Because He lives, we can face tomorrow!
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5/13/18 Mother’s Day

5/20/18 Pentecost

Remember to wear RED on Pentecost Sunday,
May 20, 2018! The flames of the Holy Spirit will
be in full force at our church!

Feel free to bring
marshmallows!

5/10/18 Ascension Day

5/27/18 Memorial Sunday
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The Children’s Habitat is our newest tenant on the Faith United Methodist Church campus. They are
doing impressive things and below is a brief description of their services and the digital copy of their
Summer Camp Flyer as provided by Rachel Dorce.
Description of Services:
The Children's Habitat takes pride in offering an outstanding educational preschool program for
children in the Spring Park Community as well as for families in and around Jacksonville. We do not
count children as numbers; each has their own potential and individual qualities that should be
explored and developed. Therefore, we give a more individualized learning experience by providing a
low student-to-teacher ratio. We strive to achieve higher than the State of Florida's standards for
preschool-aged children, with our students mastering letters, sounds, numbers and writing, as well as
beginning to read and excel in Mathematics. In addition, we survey Scientific Studies and Geography
in depth, to give children a broader perspective of the world we live in. Most importantly, we provide a
clean, safe, fun and comfortable environment that allows children to truly consider our preschool as
their habitat.
Find us on Facebook @thechildrenshabitat or reach us by email or phone.
Email: thechildrenshabitat@yahoo.com
Phone: 904-801-6474

Our Summer Camp program is for school-aged children up to 12 years of age. We are also a
preschool that offers year-around service for children aged 3 - 5. Our hours are Monday – Friday
from 6:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., and includes breakfast, lunch and snack.
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OOH!
OOH!
OOH!

AHH!
AHH!
AHH!
The Faith United Methodist Church website has a new home.
Visit it at http://www.FaithUMCJax.org/ to see what others see
about our church, including our bulletins, newsletters, pictures,
etc. A special THANK YOU to Dave Dieter, Clara Watkins,
and Jim Long for working on the transition to the new site!

*******************************
Our Summer Camp program is for school-aged children
up to 12 years of age. We are also a preschool that
offers year-around service for children aged 3 - 5. Our
hours are Monday - Friday 6:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. and
includes breakfast, lunch and snack.
Please join us! Delicious food, great fellowship, and an
opportunity to learn about a ministry on our campus!
Tickets are available through Wednesday, May 9th, and
include our donation to Kim’s Open Door. Hope to see you there!

The Faith UMC Good Neighbor Team is comprised of volunteers from
the church, trained by World Relief to partner with a refugee family during
their first six-months in the US. We appreciate your donations to the
Missions/Refugee fund – thank you for helping us help them!
Maria is studying English, Gabby is making friends at daycare, and Angel attends school and
participates with Kim’s Open Door on Saturdays and Wednesdays after school. We ask you to keep
the Team and this family in your prayers.

Please remember our Sister Church, Martin Perez Methodist
Church, and Pastor Juan Luis Perez in your prayers.

* Advance # 110030 provides matching funds to purchase house churches in Cuba.
* Advance # 100070 supports Methodists United in Prayer (formerly Cuba/Florida Covenant) by
covering travel costs for Cuban Christians visiting Florida and ministries related to the Covenant.
* Advance # 100135 supports the Cuba Methodist Seminary.
* Advance # 100140 provides support for retired pastors of the Methodist Church in Cuba.
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UCOM (United Community Outreach Ministry) provides Emergency
Services, Meals on Wheels, and CNA Scholarship programs on the
Southside and touches many lives. Canned and boxed goods are
collected in the Narthex weekly. Meals on Wheels delivery volunteers are
needed.
Their website is: http://www.ucomjax.org
Like their Facebook page: UCOM Jax

Missionaries
Delbert and Sandy Groves are our missionaries in Zambia. They run the New Life
Center, which includes PETs (Personal Energy Transportation), tutoring, and a
printing ministry among others.
Our latest communication from them: Delbert started having problems with his
heart while here in the states. He has been living with extra heart beats and
palpitations for years. They have been controlled with medication for the last 18
years, but it became a bigger problem so he went in to see his cardiologist. To
make a very long story short, that took place over the next month, he ended up having three stents
put into his heart because they found the main central artery was 90% blocked. He also had a second
procedure done, called an Ablation, to help stop the extra heart beats and palpitations. We’re so
thankful we were still in the United States and able to have this done here. He’s feeling SO MUCH
BETTER!! Like ten years younger stuff! He has a follow-up with the doctor on the April 19th. We’re
confident he will give Delbert an “all clear” to return to Zambia shortly after. We’re believing that by
the end of the month we will be able to return to Zambia. All this happened so fast and we feel we
need to apologize for not sending this information out sooner. We know so many of you are wonderful
prayer warriors. We would ask that you pray now for Delbert’s complete healing and that we get back
home to Zambia soon.
Their website is: www.newlifezambia.com.
Their closed Facebook group is New Life Center Zambia.
* Advance number for PET Zambia is 15057A.

Founded in 1940, the United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR) is the global humanitarian aid organization of the
United Methodist Church. UMCOR is working in more than 80
countries worldwide, including the United States. UMCOR
works through programs that address hunger, poverty, sustainable agriculture, international and
domestic emergencies, refugee and immigrant concerns, global health issues, and transitional
development. Learn more at www.UMCOR.org and follow on social media: facebook.com/UMCOR
and twitter.com/UMC_UMCOR.
* Advance Number to request your donation to go to US Relief: 901670
* Advance Number to request your donation to go to International Relief: 982450
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Clean Christian Jokes That Will Make You Laugh In A Positively Spiritual Way
https://thoughtcatalog.com/january-nelson/2018/03/42-clean-christian-jokes-that-will-make-you-laugh-in-a-positively-spiritual-way/

Are you ready to Ooh and Ugh?
1. What time of day was Adam created?
Just a little before Eve.
2. Who was the fastest runner in the race?
Adam. He was first in the human race.
3. Why are atoms Catholic?
Because they have mass.
4. Why didn’t they play cards on the Ark?
Because Noah was always standing on the deck
5. Did Eve ever have a date with Adam?
Nope — just an apple.
6. Why did the unemployed man get excited while reading his Bible?
He thought he saw a job.
7. If Mary had Jesus, and Jesus was a little lamb…
Does that mean Mary had a little lamb?
8. What’s so funny about forbidden fruits?
They create many jams.
9. What kind of man was Boaz before he married Ruth?
Absolutely ruthless
10. Who was the first tennis player in the bible?
Joseph because he served in Pharaoh’s court
11. Who is the greatest babysitter mentioned in the Bible?
David — he rocked Goliath to a very deep sleep
12. Who was the greatest moneyman in the Bible?
Noah. He was floating his stock while everyone else was in liquidation.
13. Where was Solomon’s temple located?
On the side of his head.
14. How long did Cain hate his brother?
As long as he was Abel.
15. Why did Noah have to punish and discipline the chickens on the Ark?
They were using fowl language.
16. Did you know they had cars in Jesus’ time?
Yup. The Bible says the disciples were all of one Accord.
17. Who was the smartest man in the Bible?
Abraham. He knew a Lot.
18. Who was the greatest comedian in the Bible?
Samson — he brought the house down
19. Who was the best female finance lady in the Bible?
Pharaoh’s daughter. She went down to the bank of the Nile and drew out a little prophet
20. What do they call pastors in Germany?
A: German Shepherds
21. What’s the best way to study the Bible?
You Luke into it.
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April Showers Bring May Flowers, Part II

Excerpts and information were borrowed from: https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/flowers,
http://www.bible-topics.com/Flowers.html, https://classroom.synonym.com/flowers-associated-christmeanings-5274.html, http://blogs.getty.edu/iris/7-favorite-flowers-from-renaissance-manuscripts-andtheir-christian-symbolism/, http://www.planetgast.net/symbols/plants/plants.html

Very few species of flowers are mentioned in the Bible although they abounded in Palestine. It has
been calculated that in Western Syria and Palestine from two thousand to two thousand five hundred
plants are found, of which about five hundred probably are British wild-flowers. Their beauty is often
alluded to (Cant 2:12 ; Matthew 6:28 ). They are referred to as affording an emblem of the transitory
nature of human life ( Job 14:2 ; Psalms 103:15 ; Isaiah 28:1 ; 40:6 ; James 1:10 ). Gardens
containing flowers and fragrant herbs are spoken of (Cant 4:16 ; 6:2 ).
The beauty of the profusion of flowers which cover Palestine every spring receives but scant
reference in the Old Testament; Song of Solomon 2:12 is perhaps the only clear reference. It is
noticeable that the native of Syria thinks little of flowers unless it be for their perfume. Our Lord's
reference to the flowers ("lilies") is well known (Matthew 6:28; Luke 12:27). The aptness of the
expression "flower of the field" for a type of the evanescence of human life (Job 14:2; Psalms 103:15;
Isaiah 40:6; James 1:10) is the more impressive in a land like Palestine where the annual display of
wild flowers, so glorious for a few short weeks, is followed by such desolation. The fresh and brilliant
colors fade into masses of withered leaves (not uncommonly cleared by burning), and then even
these are blown, away, so that but bare, cracked and baked earth remains for long months where
once all was beauty, color and life.
In Europe during the Renaissance (about A.D. 1400–1600), Christians looked to nature for spiritual
enlightenment and to guide their contemplation of the divine. In illuminated manuscripts made during
the period, intricately painted landscapes or flora and fauna were often represented as aids to prayer.
Flowers and green spaces are as appealing today as they were 500 years ago, whether in real life or
in the pages of a book. And as it turns out, many flowers prized in Renaissance Europe for their
religious symbolism and practical value are still among our favorites today.
On the next two pages are some of these flowers and their Christian meanings. And on the last page
is a fill-in-the blanks puzzle.
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Anemone

Anemones were used in the early church as a symbol of the Trinity
and in art as a symbol of sorrow and death. It is often seen in
scenes of the Crucifixion.

Carnation

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY! Many carnations are given out in
churches on Mother’s Day. A white flower is meant to honor the
memory of the deceased, and sometimes a red flower symbolizes
love, and a "pink" is a symbol of marriage.

Columbine

Crocus

Thought by some to look like a dove, Columbine symbolizes the
Holy Spirit. Seven blooms on a stalk represent the seven gifts of the
Spirit. It used medicinally to relieve the pains of childbirth, cure
fever, and to aid poor eyesight.
Crocus is a symbol of the Resurrection and heavenly bliss.
It is mentioned in Isaiah 35:1 and Song of Solomon 4:13.

Cyclamen

This flower is used in reference to the Virgin Mary. The red spot at
its center represents the sorrow she carried in her heart.

Daisy

Daisy is a late symbol of the innocence of the Christ Child.

Daffodil

Since this is one of the first flowers to bloom every spring, it
represents rebirth and eternal life. There is also a belief that
daffodils bloomed once Christ rose from the tomb, so it serves as a
reminder of the resurrection.

Dandelion

One of the "bitter herbs," this is a symbol of Christ's Passion.

Gardenia

Grace.
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Hyacinth

Hyacinth symbolizes prudence, peace of mind. Song of Solomon 6:2-3.

Hyssop

Hyssop is a symbol of penitence and humility. By extension, because of
its purgative qualities, it may symbolize baptism.

Iris

The iris means different things to different people and cultures. Some of
its most common meanings are Royalty, Faith, Wisdom, Hope, and Valor.

Jasmine

“The poet’s flower”, known for its pure white color and sweet scent, can be
seen in many religious paintings of the Italian Renaissance era and is
often find in the hair of young women and carried by brides in their
bouquets to symbolized love and joy. It is sometimes used in reference to
the Virgin Mary or to represent a desire for purity of spirit.

Lily

This flower appears by name in the Bible 12 times, more than any other.
It is considered to be a representation of Christ's purity and divinity. It is
believed these flowers appeared where drops of blood fell from Christ's
body after the crucifixion. It also is a symbol of Christ's resurrection,
because it rises from a single bulb, as Christ rose from the tomb.

Passion
Flower

This flower represents different aspects of the crucifixion. The spiraled
tendrils in the center of the flower symbolize the lash marks Christ
received while being whipped prior to the crucifixion. The central flower
column is a symbol of the whip that was used to lash Christ, and the 72
radial filaments represent the crown of thorns. Also, the top three stigmas
of the flower symbolize the three nails used during the crucifixion, and the
lower five anthers symbolize the five wounds that resulted from the nails.

Poppy

This flower represents sleep or indifference because of its narcotic
qualities. It is sometimes used in depictions of the Passion of Christ as a
reference to the sleep of death. Poppy wreaths are also used to
commemorate the sacrifice of veterans and civilians in World War I, World
War II, and other wars.

Rose

Its five petals on the single rose symbolize all five of Christ’s wounds from
the crucifixion. White represents purity and red represents Christ’s
sacrificial blood or martyrdom. A wreath is symbolic of heavenly joy.
When a white and red are placed together, the arrangement represents
Christ's crucifixion and resurrection. It is mentioned in Isaiah 35:1.

Violet

The violet is a symbol of humility, hence the term "shrinking violet". By
extension, it refers to the Incarnation of Christ.

Page 11

The Faith Flyer

May 2018

Christian Flowers
Fit the words in the box on the left into the spaces in the puzzle on the right.
Clue: There is an empty space between “PASSION” and “FLOWER”.

WORDS TO FIT

4 Letters
Iris
Lily
Rose
5 Letters
Daisy
Poppy
6 Letters
Crocus
Hyssop
Violet
7 Letters
Anemone
Jasmine
8 Letters
Cyclamen
Daffodil
Gardenia
Hyacinth
9 Letters
Carnation
Columbine
Dandelion
14 Letters
Passion Flower
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